Harvard Forest Summer Research Program in Ecology

Application Dates: 12/8/25 – 2/6/26
Program Dates: 5/26/26 – 8/7/26

Program Description:
The Harvard Forest Summer Research Program in Ecology is an 11-week immersive program providing undergraduate students from around the United States with hands-on research experiences based in Harvard Forest’s 4,000 acre living laboratory and classroom in Petersham, MA. The 2026 program dates are 5/26/26 - 8/7/26. Broadly speaking, research projects address the ecology of forest ecosystems. Working in collaborative teams, students are mentored through the entire research process – from drafting a research proposal, to collecting and analyzing data, to presenting their work at the annual student research symposium. Face-to-face time with research mentors and the Harvard Forest community help students cultivate self-confidence and a sense of belonging in research. In addition to research, the Summer Research Program in Ecology emphasizes community-building among its cohorts of ~20 students. Shared residential housing, communal kitchen duties, and informal field trips create lifelong bonds between students. Program participants also have the opportunity to build professional networks to launch careers that will make a difference in the world.

Program Address:
Harvard Forest	
324 N Main Street
	Petersham, MA 01366

Eligibility:
· Participation in the program is open only to those who are legally authorized to be employed by Harvard University in the United States. Most of our funding is only open to U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, or green card holders (exception: non-U.S. citizens who attend Harvard University are eligible for internal funds). 
· Qualified undergraduate students must be enrolled in a 2- or 4-year college during and after the summer program. Students who will have graduated from a 4-year college before the program start date are not eligible. 
· Students on leave from their undergraduate program and students who have completed their associates degree (2-year program) and are going on to get a bachelor's degree (4-year program) are also encouraged to apply. 
· No prior research experience is required to participate in this program.
Question #1:
Participation in the program is open only to those who are legally authorized to be employed by Harvard University in the United States. Most of our funding is only open to U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, or green card holders (exception: non-U.S. citizens who attend Harvard University are eligible for internal funds). Please indicate your U.S. citizenship status.
· U.S. Citizen
· U.S. National
· U.S. Permanent Resident (Green Card Holder)
· Other

Question #2
Please carefully review the full summer project descriptions here: https://harvardforest2.fas.harvard.edu/asp/hf/php/reu/reu_projects.php. Then rank the projects in order of your preference below (1 = most preferred).
· Fluxes, Flows and Food: The Fate of Carbon in Temperate Forests
· Hidden Networks in Changing Forests: How Soils and Roots Respond to Changing Forest Landscapes
· How do plant traits vary in response to environmental stressors?
· Impacts of forest fragmentation and water availability on ecosystem carbon fluxes and tree ecophysiology in temperate forests
· Using Landscape Ecology Tools to Understand Socio-Ecological Systems
· Wildlife Dynamics in Changing Forests

Question #3:
Each of the above projects consists of one or more SUBPROJECTS. Please list the names of the 3 SUBPROJECTS that are most interesting to you. You may list SUBPROJECTS from among different projects. Please list names only, do not elaborate. Again, you can find the complete project descriptions here: https://harvardforest2.fas.harvard.edu/asp/hf/php/reu/reu_projects.php.

Question #4:
Can you arrive at Harvard Forest (Petersham, MA) on 5/25/2026?
· yes
· no

Question #5:
If you cannot arrive at Harvard Forest on 5/25/2026, what is the earliest date you could arrive?
Question #6:
Are you over the age of 21 and have you had a clean driver's record and valid driver's license for the last two years?
· yes
· no

Question #7:
Are you comfortable hiking with a daypack for several miles?
· yes
· no

Question #8:
Where is your ideal workday spent?
· Indoors
· Outdoors
· Combination of indoors and outdoors

Question #9:
The Harvard Forest Summer Program in Ecology has long recognized the importance of a diverse cohort of summer researchers. How will the life experiences that shape who you are today enable you to contribute to the Summer Research Program in Ecology? (150 word limit)

Question #10:
Please describe your educational and career objectives, science background, and expectations for a successful summer experience. (250 word limit)

Question #11:
If you are not selected, would you like us to share your application with other programs?
· yes
· no

Additional requirements:
· CV/resume
· Two letters of recommendation
