
costly (citing only a flawed Wall Street Journal opinion piece),
without ever explaining how these approaches work or their
demonstrated successes and failures. Unfortunately, the treat-
ment of truly cross-cutting concepts that might help us become
better Earth tenants—like improving women’s rights, develop-
ing co-managed common property regimes that combine the
best aspects of decentralized and centralized governance, and
subscribing to ecosystem-based resource management—is
extremely thin or non-existent.

Where there is a spark to the book, it’s where Dr. Rhodes
shares his deep and expansive knowledge base, and it comes out
deftly in his wide-reaching historical allusions, personal
anecdotes, and heartfelt call to connect what we know about
our home, its history, and likely future, to how we act during
our short tenancy on it. This kind of writing reaches its best
when he is describing things dear to a geologist’s mind—such as

the age of the Earth—where he contrasts cyclical vs. linear
views of time held respectively by Eastern and Western
worldviews, and how they played a role in various past
miscalculations of Earth’s origins. Unfortunately, there’s too
little of this wisdom in Earth: a tenant’s manual to capture or
sustain the interest of all of us who do need to become better
tenants of our home.

RAPHAEL SAGARIN

University of Arizona

Institute of the Environment

Tucson, Arizona 85721 USA

E-mail: rafe@email.arizona.edu
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