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Editorial

Misinformation in Service to Industry

n an opinion piece that ran in several

Vermont papers this August, politico
John McClaughry attacked national environ-
mental groups which, in his ridiculing quote,
seek to ‘save the Northern Forest.’

Other than a preliminary mention of the
Diamond land sale of 1988 (“the prospect
that those 90,000 acres might be put to some
useful purpose terrified the nation’s environ-
mental groups”), McClaughry fails to
acknowledge that others are doing their best
to liquidate the Northern Forest.

The focus of McClaughry’s attack is the
Northern Forest Stewardship Act, the per-
ceived first step in a wave of creeping environ-
mentalism that aims to greenline the 26 mil-
lion acres of the Northern Forest, focus feder-
al dollars on land purchase, and eventually
drive freedom loving inhabitants off their
land. Utilizing a Beltway strategy, the national
environmental groups will enact stricter and
stricter land use regulations that control even
the remaining private lands of the region, cre-
ating “ ‘wildlands’ ‘to provide solitude for
rekindling the spirit’ ” (McClaughry’s quote
from literature of the Northern Forest
Alliance).

Purchase of land by states under the Act
will also remove land from town tax rolls
(townspeople of the state of Maine may won-
der exactly where that tax money he alludes to
is going now). McClaughry concludes: “As
the suffering people of the Adirondacks and
the Pacific Northwest have testified, that soki-
tude will be created by the forced cxodus of
the pesky human inhabitants.”

McClaughry concludes his piece w1th a

stirring call to man the ramparts of freedom:

“Gov. George Aiken, a revered figure in

Vermont history, refused to cooperate [with
what McClaughry calls a 1934 version of the
Stewardship Act which would have bought up
marginal farms]. The feds wondered why
those silly Vermonters persisted in living back
in the hills. Because, Gov. Aiken explained
before sending the feds packing, some folks
‘just naturally love the mountains, and like to
live up among them, where freedom of
thought and action is logical and inherent.” It
would be a sad thing,” McClaughry goes on,
“if the grandchildren of those freedom-loving
Vermonters were now to be driven out of the
‘Northern Forest,” by an environmentalist-dri-
ven federal government whose appetite for
gobbling up private lands, on whatever pre-
text, knows no bounds.”

Before we let McClaughry’s version of
history stand, however, we might do well to
recall Governor Aiken’s career (he was in the
U.S. Senate until 1974), in which he found
himself on the unpopular side of the federal-
ist/environmental coin on at least two occa-
sions: once in advocating a skyline drive along
the spine of the Green Mountains, and later
in initially supporting the damming of
Victory bog. On the other hand, Aiken was
responsible for funding numerous additions to
the Green Mountain National Forest—with-
out translocating inhabitants—and has a
wilderness area named for him. (He was also a
nurseryman who wrote a book, Pioneering
With Wildflowers, about native wildflower
propagation.) Whatever Aiken's read on the
will of the people of Vermont was, he recog-
nized their conservation ethic—probably
because he had one himself.

As to McClaughry’s efforts to propagan-
dize on the basis of incomplete information,
this is probably the only card a strict property
rights analysis of the paper company lands has
to play. Making no mention of forest prac-
tices, declining (or shifting) resource-based
employment, or the instability of land owner-
ships (3 million acres today)—things that are
of vital concern to landowners, loggers, work-
ing people as well as ‘environmentalists’ of the
region— McClaughry’s argument lobotimizes
local discussion of conservation options by
which a forest-based culture and economy
could be secured.

McClaughry’s portrayal of the Pacific
Northwest (and the Adirondacks) as regions
de-populated by enviros in the name of spot-
ted owls (and ‘forever wild’ preserves) is a
gloss on the depravations that drive conserva-
tion efforts there and the economics that such
measures can provide (see the Adirondack
Park Report, pp 8-9 for a report on the twist-
ing of facts there) .

By scapegoating enviros who take the
Beltway approach, McClaughry relieves him-
self and his intended readership of any oblig-
ation to read the landscape around them and
respond to the challenges of the present day.

With a powerful segment of industry
demonstrating it has every intention of
wringing all the fiber it can from the region,
with only half-hearted regulation or outright
cheerleading from government (see page 31
for a report on the Maine Forest Service),the
inherent freedom of the hills is indeed under
attack. Are enviros really the problem?—
AW. &

Concord’s Other Naturalist

Two photographs attributed to William
Brewster—they may have been the work of his
man servant R.A. Gilbert—appear in this issue
of the Forum, on pages 18 and 20.

The Dictionary of American Biography
relates of Brewster (1851-1919), “Descended on
both sides from old Massachusetts families he
inherited all of the characteristics of a New
England gentleman, and reared in Cambridge,
with Longfellow and other notable men of let-
ters as family and neighbors, he absorbed all of
the spirit and tradition of the community.”

Opting out of a banking career, Brewster
instead pursued his childhood hobby of
ornithology and taxidermy, becoming one of the
country’s foremost experts on birds. The
Dictionary says, “His influence upon the devel-
opment of American ornithology, extending, as
it did, far beyond his printed papers, cannot well
be measured.”.

In addition to a farm and nature reserve in
Concord, Brewster maintained a camp on the
Maine side of Lake Umbagog. Unfinished at his
death was a work on Birds of the Lake
Umbagog Region, Maine. %

Page 2

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;

Tbe Nartbem Forest Forum

Autumn Egumox 1 998



»

Press release of the Adirondack Council

un a long over-due federal report on acid
rain, the Clinton administration told
Congress in August that the Adirondack
Park will continue to suffer worsening dam-
age without deep, new cuts in the air pollu-
tion that causes it.

The report—prepared by the multi-
agency National Acid Precipitation
Assessment Program—added that acid rain
damage is expanding in the Appalachians,
Rockies, Sierra Nevadas and in northern
New England.

“We are pleased that the Clinton
Administration has finally released this
information to Congress,” said Adirondack
Council Executive Director Timothy J.
Burke. “It shows that the nation’s top scien-
tists are certain that even more lakes and
ponds in the Adirondacks will die as a result
of acid rain in the decades to come, and that
forests from Maine to Georgia are being
damaged as well. It also shows that high-ele-
vation forest damage is worsening in the
Rocky Mountains of Colorado and the
Sierra Nevada Mountains of California.

“The report documents that the federal
acid rain program created in 1990 is inade-
quate to stop the destruction of the
Adirondack Park,” Burke said. “It doesn'’t say
that recovery from acidification will take
longer than they thought. It says that it will
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not happen at all. A quarter of our 3,000
lakes and ponds are already too acidic to sup-
port life. Within 40 years, that figure will
double under the current program, according
to a 1995 EPA report cited as reliable in the
new, multi-agency report.

“While the report claims that the
allowance trading program is a financial suc-
cess, it makes no specific recommendations
for additional cuts to the utility plant emis-
sions that cause most of our acid rain prob-
lem. Congress demanded that information
when it called for the study.

“On the other hand, Congress already
knows what it must do,” Burke explained.
“This report is so late, the major findings
have been reported elsewhere. It’s the first
time that the Clinton Administration has
confirmed the information, but members of
Congress have known for a year or more that
deep, new cuts in sulfur-dioxide and nitro-
gen-oxides were needed from the nation’s
utility companies. We believe the
Moynihan/D’Amato acid rain bill, intro-
duced this year, is the best tool we have to
prevent the destruction of the Adirondacks
and other sensitive areas.”

The National Acid Precipitation
Assessment Program Report was delivered to
Congress on the morning of August 3, as
Congress’s summer recess was beginning. It
was due in 1996, as a follow-up to the Clean
Air Act Amendments of 1990. It was com-

- pleted by the
National Science
and Technology
Council, chaired
by President
Clinton. The
Council is com-
posed of the U.S.
Environmental
Protection Agency,
N.a'tsigesn-acl
Aeronautics and
s R N et
Administration,
N as it doonhasd
Oceanographic
and Atmospheric
Administration,
Departments of
the Interior and
Agriculture. In
July, New York’s
U.S{" Senators,
Alfonse D’Amato
and Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, called
for the report to be
released. At the
same time, NY
Attorney General
Dennis Vacco sent
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Report Predicts Destruction of
Adirondack Aquatic Ecosystems

the agencies a letter warning that he would
sue if the report was not released soon.

The report was required as part of the
Clean Air Act Amendments. It was sup-
posed to contain three elements: a report on
the latest scientific research on acid rain; a
cost analysis of the current program; and, an
explanation of what pollution reductions
were needed to prevent ecosystem damage.

“NAPAP did a great job on the first two
requirements, but didn’t even pretend to
answer the third,” Burke said. “It puzzles us.
The Adirondack Council was able to take
the work of the same university and govern-
ment scientists that prepared the data for
NAPAP and create a document that illus-
trates the problem and proposes an afford-
able solution. We did it in less than six
months—without an order from Congress.
NAPAP is suggesting that we wait another
two years, while NAPAP produces yet
another report, before we discuss a solution.
That is just irresponsible.”

“We cannot afford to fiddle while the
Adirondacks burn;” Burke said. “The
Moynihan/D’Amato Acid Deposition
Control Act is the right bill. The time to act
is now.”

The Adirondack Council is an 18,000 mem-
ber, privately funded, not—for-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting and enhancing the
natural and human communities of the
Adirondack Park through research, education,
advocacy, and legal action.

Tiow Moynihan/D’Amato Would

Reduce Acid Rain

The Moynihan/D’Amato Acid Deposition
Control Act (S.1097/HR2365) proposes and
would require:

*A further 50% reduction in sulfur dioxide
emissions from the nation’s utilities, amount-
ing to a 75% reduction from levels existing
prior to the 1990 Clean Air Act
Amendments. Such a reduction would allow
the Adirondacks, in particular, to begin
recovery.

*A 70% cut in nitrogen oxide emissions from
utilities, through a trading program of pollu-
tion rights such as has successfully reduced
sulfur emissions at a far smaller cost than
that predicted by industry in 1990 ($715
million/year versus a predicted $6 billion).
*Continuous monitoring of Adirondack
lakes and ponds and nationwide research to
determine program effectiveness.
*Authority for the EPA to order deeper
emissions if needed.

The Adirondack Council feels the time is
ripe for the New York delegation to move
this legislation, before it becomes embroiled
in presidential politicking for Midwestern
votes in the 2000 election. Cutting emissions
will cost Midwest utilities money. 2

.......................... 4essevaacans
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Edzted by Harvard Ayers, Jenny
Hager, and Charles Little. .
Photographs by Jenny Hager.
Published by Sierra Club
Review by Mitch Lansky

T'-hen I started writing

Beyond the Beauty Strip,
I did not know much about the
impact of air pollution on forests.
I had read a few articles about
‘acid rain’ in the Appalachians
and Waldsterben (or ‘tree death’)
in Europe. I knew that paper
companies were major air pol-
luters in Maine. But I did not
know to what extent, if any, air
pollution was actually affecting
forest health.

Certainly there has been
strong evidence of harm to
forests from local sources, such as
copper refineries. Some refineries
in Ontario and Tennessee had
‘zones of death’ that extended
miles away. In response to regu-
lations to clean up the local area,
these known sources put up tall
smokestacks, allowing the pollu-
tion to be transported long dis-
tances. A Reagan administration
study, NAPAP (National Acid
Precipitation = Assessment
Program), concluded that the
impact on forest health from
these remote sources was not as
bad as some people had alleged.
And while I was writing my
book, Congress passed a Clean
Air Act. So, presumably, air pol-
lution was not a serious problem.

Because I was writing about
environmental impacts to the
forest, I felt I ought to at least
report on the evidence that air
pollution might be a problem. I
reasoned that it is unlikely that
air pollution is a major benefit.

What I learned was that there
are potential problems connected
with acid precipitation, ozone,
excess nitrogen, heavy metals,
and ultraviolet rays. The extent
that they become serious prob-
lems has to do with many factors
besides pollution, including cli-
mate, underlying bedrock, soils,
and stresses, such as drought,
cold, insects, and diseases. It is
also influenced by the vigor of
individual trees—i.e., are they
dominant (and vigorous) or sup-
pressed (and less resilient). This
means that problems are more
intense in some areas, and at
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some times, and with some trees
than others.

I encountered some research
on acid precipitation that sug-
gested that base cations, such as
calcium and magnesium, were
being leached from the soil while
aluminum, which can be toxic to
plants and animals, was becom-
ing mobilized. Once a certain
aluminum/calcium balance
occurs, trees can start experienc-
ing calcium deficiencies, leading
to susceptibility to other stresses.

Some of the worst impacts
from air pollution were being
seen in the Appalachians and
Adirondacks—mountains that
were intercepting the substantial
pollution and smog, often gener-
ated in the Midwest. The symp-
toms were not only in the forests,
but in sensitive, higher-altitude

lakes. Some researchers were

complaining that the Clean Air
Act was insufficient at reducing
sulfur dioxide and severely defi-

cient at reducing nitrogen oxides.

A Forester’s (G)eremiad
I got very little response to the
section in Beyond the Beauty Strip
that dealt with air pollution. Did
this mean that NAPAP was

right—air pollution impacts to

‘the forest are a minor issue? |

did, however, occasionally reports
from the Adirondacks and other
regions that seemed to confirm
that air pollution is still a prob-
lem that needs to be addressed.

A year or so ago, I got a letter
responding to an article I had
written on Low-Impact Forestry.
In my article, I had mentioned
the Radio Horse—an ingenious
radio-controlled portable logging
winch that used to be manufac-
tured in Vermont. The letter was
from Gerry Hawkes, the designer
of the Radio Horse.

When I wrote to him asking
if he still made them, he replied
that he had stopped working on
forestry issues. What is the point
of managing forests if they are
going to deteriorate from air pol-
lution? He was working on sys-
tems, such as bicycle pathways,
that would encourage people to
use less fossil fuels.

More recently Gerry sent me
a book and asked me to review it.

The book, published by the
Sierra Club, is An Appalachian

Tragedy: Air Pollution and Tree

Death in the Eastern Forests of
North America. This large-for-
mat picture book is not a scien-
tific tome. Instead it is an
attempt to spell out the air-pol-
lution impacts to both forests and
regional cultures that depend on
the forests. The book is designed
to create sadness for the loss of
such an essential part of the
regional experience, outrage that
this has been allowed to happen,
and action to protect what is left.

Cascading Consequences
The book starts with an intro-
duction, by the prolific T.H.
Watkins (former editor of
Wilderness and American
Heritage magazines and writer of
many:-. -books),. to . the
Appalachians as a region tracing
both its geological and human
histories. Ecologist Orrie Loucks
wrote the key essay that discusses
the various types of damage that
air pollution is causing to trees
and soils. Loucks gives evidence
that different trees are susceptible
to different types of pollution.
White oaks, for example, are sus-
ceptible to acid precipitation,
while red oaks are more suscepti-
ble to ozone damage.

Loucks and other researchers
found direct correlations of acid
inputs with declines in soil
microorganisms. Air pollution
problems have occurred not only
in low-nutrient soils (due to
cation leaching), but in also in
high-nutrient soils (due to nitro-
gen saturation and ground-level
ozone). What is most disturbing
is that Loucks has strong evi-
dence that mortality rates have
tripled over natural rates. This
means that it is unlikely, if pollu-
tion remains at current levels, for
our descendants to witness 400-
year old trees. It is more likely
that the average tree mortality in
uncut stands will be closer to 100
years. As one who has been try-
ing to visit our last old-growth
remnants in Maine, I find this
prospect very disturbing.

Loucks mentions a ‘cascade
of consequences’ that stem from
pollution. Other writers take up
this theme. Journalist Chris
Bogliano discusses the impact of
pollution on other organisms,
such as salamanders, fish, fungi,
and bacteria. She also cites evi-

dence of such impacts as reduced

The Northern Forest Forum

leaf decompositio‘n and thinning
of eggshells (due to reduced cal-
cium) in some areas. Ozone may
have been causing even more
widespread impacts on plant

health, and the health of animals

that depend on the plants.

Folklorist Mary Hufford dis-
cusses the impact to local human
cultures dependent on the forests
and the trees. Appalachian peo-
ple use forest products for crafts,
herbs, food, and game. Some of
these uses are threatened as tree-
diebacks increase and coal-min-
ing exploitation wipes out natural
forests.

Former New York Times
writer, Phillip Shabecoff ends the
book with a call to action to
sharply reduce pollution—espe-
cially that heading towards the
Appalachians. Shabecoff points
out the sad irony that the
Appalachians are being damaged
by open-pit coal mines, then
damaged again as the coal is
burned and the pollution rains
down on the forests and streams
of the region. Throughout the
book are large, color pictures, by
Jenny Hager, illustrating the text
or illustrating mini essays by the
editors.

This is not a book for those
interested in strict scientific argu-
ments, loaded with charts, dia-
grams, and spreadsheets.
Photographs of dead or damaged
trees do not ‘prove’ that these
trees were affected by air pollu-
tion. For those who want such
evidence, however, the book has
an extensive bibliography, com-
piled by William Grant.

In his call to action Phillip
Shabecoff emphasizes a need for
more regulatory curbs on air pol-
lution, plus a need for the
Appalachian region to get out of
its current, exploited approach to
‘development.” Shabecoff does
not elaborate, however, how we
as a society are going to shift
away from a fossil-fuel growth
economy.

But maybe this is asking too
much of a coffee-table picture
book. Most people who purchase
such books look at the pho-
tographs and read the captions.
The photographs of smoke stacks
and dead trees certainly get the
message of the book across. 2
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One More Bug:

A New Infestation in Black Spruce Plantations

n the 1980s, coming off of a major spruce budworm outbreak,

some industrial landowners started planting white and black
spruce in their clearcuts. They called the plantations ‘high-yield’ silvi-
culture. The seven to ten thousand acres of such plantations a year
statewide were sometimes cited as justification for the tens of thou-
sands of acres of clearcuts. Future high yields were supposed to justify
current high cutting. Landowners claimed that the plantations would
help alleviate a predicted spruce-fir shortfall, even though the trees
were due to mature long after the shortfall was due to begin.

Landowners also claimed that their plantations would be spruce
budworm resistant. Even before they started planting white spruce,
there was already published evidence that white spruce plantations
actually had a bad record with regard to budworms. One of the most
prolonged spruce budworm outbreaks in the 1960s centered on a
white spruce plantation in

Quebec. When confronted Pot

point in the plantation rotation is higher than in more diverse forests.

The Insect and Disease Management Division (IDM) of the
Maine Forest Service has discovered another bug in the industrial for-
est program: the yellow-headed spruce sawfly (YHSS). The IDM
found over 3,500 acres of YHSS damage from this insect to black
spruce plantations in Maine— mostly in Franklin and Somerset
Counties, but also including central Penobscot and Southern
Aroostook. In 1997, companies sprayed around 1,100 acres with the
broad-spectrum chemical pesticide, carbaryl—the same chemical that
was used over millions of acres during budworm outbreaks. Twenty
five acres were sprayed with experimental botanicals, based on neem.
In 1998, landowners sprayed around 300 acres.

Entomologists at the IDM informed me that, based on their
observations, plantations most susceptible'to YHSS outbreaks are 3-
16 year old stands with more open canopies (due to herbicides and

thinning). The most severe damage seems to be

ial Pests of Spruce

associated with heavy soil disturbance and conver-

with this evidence some [ o SRR ot sions of hardwood to softwood.
industrial managers argued |Budmoth local While the degree of mortality has been
k . |Budscale locally high
that black spruce, in contrast, | |5 = . locally high uneven—in some cases prevented by spraying—
is ‘budworm resistant.’ Gall aphids (adelgids) locally high there certainly has been reduction in productivity
¥ Hemlock | ! ; gl :

Both white and black Mfgsoc i Voa:able in stands that have been heavily hit. This, of

spruce are boreal species, |needleminers locally high course, messes up computer projections of future

: . Pine leaf adelgid on pine . . . .

found in the vast taiga c?f o e e hlgl"l yields that are used to justify heavy current

Canada. They have, histori- |Spruce beetle high coastal cutting.

cally, been minor species in [>Prce budworm o Carbaryl demonstrated its ability, during bud-
2 : : Twig midge low J :

the Acadian forest of Maine |White pine weevil high worm spraying, to kill not only budworms, but also

low-moderate
locally high

Winter browning

and the Maritimes, where red T

spiders, wasps, pollinating bees, moths, butterflies,

spruce and northern hard-
woods tend to predominate. Black and white spruce can out—compete
these other species, however, on poor sites or wet sites. They are,
therefore, off-site in the richer uplands where they are often planted.
In the poor, wet sites, the timing of black spruce budding is not favor-
able to the budworm. When it is planted in richer uplands, it has a
different phenology (i.e., it buds at a different time) and loses some of
its resistance.
Cybernetic Law of Entomology, The

There are other problems that are, at this moment, more immediate
than the vulnerability of black spruce to budworm. The Cybernetic
Law of Entomology states that: “There is always one more bug.”
Plantations create a concentrated food supply for insects or diseases.
Their simpler stand structure, however, offers less habitat for potential
predators or parasites of pests or for alternative hosts for predators or
parasites. Since there are closely-related trees in the surrounding forest
that may harbor pest species, the potential for some problems at some

may flies, stoneflies, amphipods, and many other
invertebrates. It is, after all, broad spectrum. In 1985, use of carba-
mate insecticides for budworm spraying was abandoned after a Union
Carbide chemical plant in Bhopal India exploded, leading to the most
disastrous industrial accident in the World. Thousands of victims died
and many thousands more were impaired with blindness and other
debilitating disedses.

The IDM entomologists believed that the spray programs were
successful. The YHSS is not very mobile and are less likely than bud-
worms to reinfest a previously sprayed area with massive inflights. The
entomologists do not think there will be a need for multiple sprayings
that could, potentially, lead to resistant strains of bugs. But the YHSS
is only one of many potential ‘pests’ of spruce. The object should not
be to just find an effective chemical to kill the current pest on planta-
tions. It should, rather, be to manage for stands that do not need to be
sprayed and are not as susceptible to major economic losses—Mizch Lansky 2

and soils which may negatively impact tree growth or winter hardiness. And there is
- »i.the posmblllty that effects of acidic precxpltauon may increase the susceptibility of trees
. and other plants o ccrtam dls&sc. Studm are ongomg to elucxdatc these possible

also bc subtle eﬁects of aad deposmon such as mcmased nutnent leaching from plants

“Whtmaud rain 'ﬁrst cbmmanded riattonhl atteriuon in the 1970s and
80s, it was common for weather forecasters to announce the acidity of
recipitation events as pa.rt of local weather broadcasts. This practice has
now largely ceased, but we recently asked our state Department of
[Environmental Protection about trends in acid precipitation in recent
years. Weweremnerested to note there were no trends. The mean

pH of prcmpltatlon state\mde has hcld steady at about 4.6 since
;1982 ”---M L v
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PARKREPORT

BY - P.ETER ..IFAUER

he Adirondack Park is a model for
people living amidst wild areas in a way
that’s usually mutually beneficial to both. At
six-million acres in size—bigger than the
State of Vermont—the Adirondack

Park contains a checkerboard of publicly
‘owned Forest Preserve lands (2.5 million
acres), which is managed as wilderness, and
3.5 million acres of private lands, 2.5 million
of which is commercially managed forests.
The Forest Preserve is protected as lands “to
be forever kept as wild forest” in the state
constitution. This is the tightest wilderness
protection in the U.S,; no timber harvesting,
strictly limited use of motor vehicles.
Created in 1885, lands in the Forest Preserve
represent 85 percent of the total wilderness
lands east of the Mississippi River. 130,000
people make their homes and livelihoods in
the Adirondacks spread throughout better
than 100 communities. All land uses in the
Adirondack Park are managed jointly by the
State of New York through various agencies
and departments and local governments.
While there are many complaints all around,

the Adirondack Park works extremely well .

and is not only a place where people and
wilderness systems coexist, but represents a
successful model for large-scale
landscape protection. Each issue the
‘Adirondack Park Report’ details the
most pressing. recent issues facing

the Adirondack Park.

Distortion and Disinformation
in the Adirondacks
A property rights front, the New
York Blue Line Council, a group
representing timber companies and
development interests of all sorts, is
leading a distortion and disinforma-
tion campaign against protection by ~
the State of New York of the
144,000 acres offered for sale by Champion
International Corporation. The Blue Line
Council makes all sorts of false accusations
and predictions about the impact of state
protection. Nevertheless, they have garnered
some support from some local governments
across the Adirondacks who, similar to the
unthinking, stonewall support among south-
ern politicians for segregation in the South
in the 1950s, have passed resolutions urging
Governor Pataki not to protect these lands.
The Blue Line Council is led by Pieter
V.C. Litchfield, millionaire owner of the
14,000-acre estate surrounding Litchfield
Castle in the central Adirondacks, a neo-
gothic castle built by his grandfather. The
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castle sports some 25 rooms. In the early
1990s, Pieter V.C. Litchfield became a prop-
erty rights advocate and helped form the
Blue Line Council in an effort to bring
respectability and credibility to the property
rights movement in the Adirondacks prone
to violence and vandalism.

Pieter V.C. Litchfield engaged the use of
Behan Communications, a public relations
firm specializing in clients like Finch, Pruyn
and Company and General Electric. Since
taking the leadership of the Blue Line
Council, Pieter V.C. Litchfield has generally
focused on bashing the Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) and since the election of
George Pataki has ardently, but unsuccess-
fully campaigned for appointment as an
APA Commissioner. In the first months
after the election of George Pataki,
Litchfield, sponsored by the timber compa-
nies who have good Republican bona fides,
was actually under consideration for an APA
appointment, but the recklessness of the
Blue Line Council’s propaganda against the
APA undermined his viability. Apparently
convinced Litchfield no longer has any
chance for appointment by Pataki, the Blue
Line Council disparaged Governor Pataki’s
purchase of the 15,000-acre Little Tupper

Lake as ‘communism.’

:'1 b; Mata;le.f: Lakes Coalition Canoe-In at Little 1 upper Lake on
August 15 drew 300 supporters of quiet boating.

The Blue Line Council’s Department of
Distortion, Disinformation and Deception
overheated when it put together a recent
‘Fact Sheet’ about the impacts on the local
economy of a possible state purchase of the
Champion lands. Chief among the Blue
Line Council deceptions is its statement that
35 jobs were lost due to the acquisition by
the State of New York of the 14,780-acre
Whitney tract in Long Lake in June 1998. A
bogus claim. After repeated requests, the
Blue Line Council has refused to name the
35 ‘people who supposedly lost jobs because
of the state purchase of the Whitney lands or
even name their former places of employ-

Tbe Northern Forest Forum
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ment. Why? Because these people don’t
exist! They are imaginary. They are fiction.
Seems they were last seen when Litchfield
was stargazing from one of the turreted tow-
ers of the Litchfield Castle.

The Whitney family has not laid off any
employees and no one else has lost their job.
The Department of Environmental
Conservation has hired three new employees
to help manage the property. Further, after
considerable press attention throughout the
Adirondacks, not one person has come for-
ward and said they lost their job because of
the state purchase of the Whitney lands. Any
statement about the loss of 35 jobs due to
the Whitney sale is false. This reckless, com-
pletely unsubstantiated charge undermines
the credibility of all other Blue Line Council
predictions of job loss associated with state
protection of the Champion lands.

The Blue Line Council goes further in
its fear-mongering campaign to derail state
purchase of the Champion lands. They claim
that between 320 and 640 jobs will be lost if
the State of New York purchases the 144,000
acres of lands offered for sale by Champion
International Corporation.

Similar to the imaginary Whitney num-
bers, this prediction is false. To calculate job
loss, the Blue Line Council uses both ‘direct’
jobs—loggers, drivers, foresters—and ‘indi-
rect’ jobs—gas station attendants, waiters,
cooks, mechanics, etc. associated with the

~ Champion lands. The direct jobs are based

pon folks who actually work in the woods
n the Champion lands, roughly 50 such

- folks. The indirect jobs are based on a

regional multiplier from these 50 positions.
The Blue Line Council’s first deception is
that they claim the multiplier ranges
upwards of 12 to get to 640 jobs. One eco-
nomics professor cited in the Blue Line
Council’s literature stated he recommended a
multiplier of just 2, hence 100 positions.
How did the Blue Line Council come up
with 640?

The other big lie is the Blue Line
Council’s baseless assertion that the state is
interested in buying the entire 144,000 acres
for the Forest Preserve, thus removing the
entire tract from timber production. This is
untrue. The state has no interest in purchas-
ing the entire Champion lands for the Forest
Preserve. In reality, the state has stated it is
interested in purchasing about 40,000 acres
for the Forest Preserve. These are the least
valuable of timber lands. They are wetlands,
bogs, steep mountain slopes, and river corri-
dors and are cut lightly or not at all under
current forestry practice. Champion owns
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over 50 miles of river corridors and huge
wetland/bog areas like the Madawaska Bog.
Further, it has been Champion’s practice to
cut very lightly in the river corridors and
wetlands.

On the remaining 104,000 acres the state
is interested in purchasing conservation ease-
ments, which allows these lands to remain in
commercial forestry. Because orly the mar-
ginal, unproductive lands will be removed
from forestry production and the best, most
productive lands will remain in forestry pro-
duction the Blue Line Council’s claim of job
loss of 320 to 640 positions is completely
false and cannot
possibly be sub- .
stantiated. Given
the state’s com-
mitment to con-
servation ease-
ments and the
limited harvest-
ing on lands
identified for the
Forest Preserve,
job dislocation is
not a reality.

The Blue .
Line Council
presents its job
loss claims Beio
against the backdrop of an Adirondack
region that has been losing jobs steadily for
many years. What numbers is the Blue Line
Council using? When actual information is
researched, we find that the Adirondack Park
economy is growing. A 1994 report by the
New York State Department of Labor and
Rockefeller Institute of Government found:
a) “From 1985 to 1992 employment rose by
25 percent in the Park compared with a drop
of 0.4 in the state and a gain of 12 percent in
the nation.” b) “Employment and payrolls
rose faster in the Park during the recession
years (from 1985 to 1992) than in the state
and the nation.”

Further, the New York State Department
of Labor has followed job growth/decline in
Adirondack Counties since 1973. Please find
. a summary of this information below.

As you can see the total number of jobs in
Northern New York, which includes the
major portion of the Adirondack Park, has
been increasing. These numbers are especial-
ly important for Hamilton and Essex coun-
ties, which are completely within the

Environmental Extremists outnumbered Motorheads at dueling demos this
August—see page 10

There is absolutely no correlation
between the amount of Forest Preserve lands
in a town and job loss or economic perfor-
mance. Look at this. The Town of North
Elba, home of Lake Placid, is often held up
as one of the shining examples of economic
prosperity in the Adirondacks. Yet, nearly 80
percent of the land in North Elba is in the
Forest Preserve. The Town of Altamont,
home of Tupper Lake, is often held up as
one of the shining examples of economic
depression in the Adirondacks. Yet, just 10
percent of the land in Altamont is Forest
Preserve.

The Blue Line Council claims that the
state’s interest in the Champion lands vio-
lates state policy. The state’s interest is per-
fectly consistent with the New York State
Open Space Conservation Plan. This plan,
which was signed by Governor Pataki last
spring, has been through three revisions and
three sets of public hearings. In all three
revisions both “Working Forest Lands’ and
‘Northern River Corridors’ were listed as pri-
ority projects. This list has been confirmed
by Regional Advisory Committees, which
are made up of local government officials and
interested parties.

The state’s action to protect the
Champion river corridors as Forest Preserve
and the productive timber lands through
Working Forest conservation easements is
perfectly consistent with the state’s open
space plan. Further, during the last Open
Space Plan public hearings in December

1997, the Champion lands were the second

most mentioned lands, after Whitney, across
the state. The public hearings held in Glens

Falls, Ray Brook and Lowville were over-

ADIRONDACK JOB GROWTH SINCE 1973
COUNTY 1973 1980 1990 1997 Increase from 73
Clinton 18,600 24,500 33,200 33,100 +77%
Essex 10,200 12,000 14,600 14,500 S
Franklin 10,100 11,900 16,300 17,100 +69
Hamilton 1,200 1,500 1,900 1,800 +50
Jefferson 27,000 29,000 41,000 38,800 +43.7
Lewis 4,800 5,600 6,600 6,700 +39.5
St. Lawrence 31,100 32,900 38,700 40,100 +28.9

Adirondack Park. During the same years as
this job growth, the State of New York has
purchased over 200,000 acres for the Forest
Preserve and conservation easements on

nearly 100,000 acres.
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whelmingly dominated by those supporting
land protection generally and protection of
the Champion lands specifically.

The Northern Forest Forum

Is the Blue Line Council Killing Jobs?
One Blue Line Council member,
International Paper Company, -has sold over
40,000 acres to the State of New York since
the mid-1980s. Using Blue Line Council
numbers, International Paper has eliminated
between 90 and 180 jobs. Is the Blue Line
Council killing jobs? Why is it that a timber
company that is a member of the Blue Line
Coundil can sell land to the state, but others cannot?

IP’s land sales have not killed any jobs.
The tough fact for the Blue Line Council is
that state land acquisition in the
Adirondacks is responsible and appropriate
and that only the most marginal of forest
lands are added to the Forest Preserve and
the most productive lands are protected by
conservation easement if the landowner so
desires. In fact, International Paper created
the model for the Champion land sale when
it gave 2,710 acres to the state in 1992. In
this gift 12 miles of the Raquette River cor-
ridor was given as Forest Preserve.

The Blue Line Council also talks about
declining Adirondack communities and a
bleak future of ghost towns because the state
is buying up too much land. Based on infor-
mation from the U.S. Department of
Commerce and Clinton and Warren County
Planning offices, the North Country has a
growing population:

ADIRONDACK POPULATION CHANGE

COUNTY +/-% 1969 1993
Essex +8.9 34,700 37,800
Franklin +11.1 44,100 49,000
Hamilton +12.7 4,700 5,300
Herkimer -1.3 67,600 66,700
Lewis +15.6 23,700 27,400
St. Lawrence +2.8 112,200 115,400
COUNTY +/-% 1970 1990
Clinton : +17.8 72,934 85,969
Warrex-l +39.6 42,402 59,209

Once again, it’s important to look at
both Essex and Hamilton counties, which *
are both completely within the Adirondack
Park boundary. Further, it’s important to
note that New York State’s population was
18,241,391 in 1970 and in 1990 it was
17,990,778 a drop of 1.3%. As of July, 1997
the state’s population was estimated to be
18,137,226, still down from the 1970 level.
From these figures it’s quite evident that the
northern New York and Adirondack counties

have been growing at rates far better than the
State of New York overall.

The Bottom Line: Responsible, Appropriate,

Beneficial State Land Protection
The Champion land sale represents a great
opportunity to provide new public recre-
ational opportunities, protect sensitive habi-
tat, and maintain important commercial for-
est lands. These are all important goals for
those of us concerned about the future of the
Adirondack Park. Plain and simple, the state
purchase through Forest Preserve and con-
servation easements is an investment in the
Adirondack Park, its economy, environment
and rural quality of life.

Continued on Page 10
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Living with Leviathan:

Crees Seek Nationhood in (Hydro) Quebec

n this third and concluding
installment of an interview
with Bill Namagoose and
others (see Forums v. 6, # 5 5 6
Flooding a Nation to Feed a
Market & Quebecs Crees & Trees
Under Siege) of Quebec’s Cree
nation, Pamela Prodan and
Namagoose discuss the politics of
Quebec and energy de-regulation on
all sides of the border. They also
* discuss those borders and the
question of sovereignty . .. Bill
Namagoose has been Executive
Director of the Grand Council of
the Cree since 1988. He advo-
cates for aboriginal rights and
environmental protection of the

Cree homeland of Eeyou Astchee.

Pamela Prodan (PP): A lot of
people I know think that
Hydro—Quebec is being kept
at bay and it is hard to con-
vince them that this is not the
case.

Bill Namagoose (BN):
Hydro—Quebec gets its great-
est motivation from the
hunger of the Americans for
more energy. The projects
they’re promoting — they’re not
saying they need them for
Quebec. They say they are
needed to. sell to . the
Americans. The American
people, especially in New
England states, need to be
aware that they are pawns for
Hydro—Quebec. “Deregulation
is coming and we can sell to
any American utility or cus-
tomer in the states” and “they are
really, really power hungry.”
That’s the image being portrayed
in Canada.

PP: I think Maine people are
particularly gullible. The econo-
my has been very bad in Maine.
In parts it never made a real
recovery. So when Premier
Bouchard came to Maine in
March, and made it sound as if
there would be all sorts of new
economic links and opportunities
between Maine and Quebec, that
sounded very attractive to politi-
cians. But I don’t know that they
were necessarily talking about
buying energy from Quebec.
Instead, they might like to think
of Quebec as a new market for
Maine products. So if there was a
friendly reception in Maine, I
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think it was based on misconcep-
tions about what Quebec really
intends to use Maine for.

BN: In Canada, Bouchard’s trip
was seen, especially in the French
media, as successful. And that
Maine people and New England
people were open to the possibil-
ity of Quebec separating from
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that debate. We brought the
issues up. What does separation
really mean? What does it mean
to a nation? What is a nation?
Who is a nation? What is a
province? Who are Quebecers?
And do they constitute a nation?
Who has the right to self deter-
mination? The separatists say
they have the right to self-deter-
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Canada — they were sympathetic
to Bouchard’s plan, not to eco-
nomic development. I think
Bouchard will use his connec-
tions to sell more electricity and
Maine people have to be aware
that their thirst for energy is
being used as the rationale for
building more dams in indige-
nous lands in Canada.

PP: What is the Quebec govern-
ment’s position on indigenous
people’s rights, or should I ask is
there a position? And can you tell
whether Jean Charest would have
any different position if he were
to be elected premier?

BN: The present government in
Quebec is a separatist govern-
ment. Their raison d’etre is to
separate from Canada and we
have intervened to participate in

mination, and that right to
self-determination only belongs
to them. It doesn’t belong to the
Cree, the Mohawk people, the
Algonquin people or the Micmac
people. They claim that right for
themselves, yet then deny it to
the Crees. So it’s a self-pro-
claimed right for themselves that
they deny to others.

PP: Do you think that the future
of the Crees turns on who 1is in

power at the provincial and the
federal level?

BN: Either we’ve got Hydro
among us or separatists in gov-
ernment, that’s the cycle we've
had for the past thirty years now.
Jean Charest is now going to be
the new leader? He made some
statements  that French
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Quebecers have the right to
self-determination. We agree
that there is some kind of nation
there and they have a right to
self-determination. But they
can’t dictate where their borders
should be. They can’t dictate to
other nations who they should be
politically associated with. It’s
not up to them. It’s other nations
that will decide whether they
have the right to self-determina-
tion. Jean Charest said that Cree
and other nations have the right
to self-determination.

PP: Well, that’s a little encourag-
ing.

BN: But Charest is not a sepa-
ratist, he is a nationalist, and he
will become more nationalist. In
order to become premier of
Quebec, you have to become a
nationalist. And you have to fight
federalists, even if you're a feder-
alist yourself.

PP: He changed hats?
BN: He has to.

PP: Do you think you will
become involved in the campaign

in any way?

BN: No, we don't get involved in
election campaigns, but we get
involved in referendum cam-

paigns.

PP: In New England we like to
think we have a fair amount of
local control because every small
town has an annual town meet-
ing when we vote on the budget
and planning issues and ordi-
nances. But in most of our
towns, there is always a contin-
gency of people who want to cut
back on what government does,
so we really don’t- get a lot
accomplished on the local level if
is going to cost money.

BN: Do you call these people
republicans?

PP Muost-—of —~them——are
Republicans, although in Maine
there can be more unenrolled
people than in either party, and
they think of themselves as being
independent of either party.

BN: We have Cree local control
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also, or national self-determina-
tion. In fact, the Crees are now
into this stage whereby we are
trying to set up a Cree national
government. We have nine local
communities where we have a
political union through the
Grand Council. But we don’t
have a national government and
that’s what the Crees would like
to get organized. It’s only a few
decades that we actually have
administered communities. This
raises a new concept for us. We
used to be nomadic people and
the only type of administrative
control we had was family lands
or family hunting grounds. It was
one person who was usually the
best hunter or best leader who
was the leader of a group of
traplines, they were the bosses.
The Cree communities sprang
from the fur trade. If you look at
all the community sites, they
used to be where the Hudson
Bay posts were, located at the
biggest gathering spot of the
Crees.

PP: In the United states, there
are property rights people, and
they are very individualistic and
they don’t want to share in the
community structure or govern-
ment. They may be happy to take
care of their own families, but
the property rights people would
see any kind of greater govern-
ment involvement in the affairs
of the community as a really bad
thing. They’re quite vocal.

BN: We have some of those peo-
ple too! This would be a territor-
ial government that would gov-
ern the Cree traditional territory,
that’s our ultimate goal. And of
course the biggest obstacle will
be some of our own people and
of course the Quebec govern-
ment and the federal govern-
ment. But it has to be done if the
Crees are to protect themselves
from the political revolution
going on in Quebec and else-
where. They cannot stay on the
reserves. If we stay on the
reserves we don’t have very much
of an economic future.

PP: There’s not much of a

resource base?

BN: No, there isn’t much. All the
resources are on the traditional
territories. The reserves are actu-
ally two percent of our traditional
lands. We have hunting rights
around the reserves, called
Category II lands, but we don't

........

have any economic rights on
that. Our traditional lands gener-
ate in terms of hydro sales, three
and a half billion dollars a year.
And forestry and mining opera-
tions generate about two billion a
year. So that’s five and a half bil-
lion a year from our traditional
lands. But yet we are portrayed in
Quebec and Canada as a burden
on government. You know — the
funding that we do receive from
them is a burden on them. They
remind us every day. But yet our
land generates so much money.

PP: It generates money for the
Quebec economy?

BN: Oh yes. And just on the tax
called the GST, goods and ser-
vices tax, it’s applied on every
resident’s hydro bill and goes to
the federal government. The fed-
eral government generates over
300 million dollars, just having
the computer generate the seven
percent tax on the hydro bill.

‘They don’t have to do anything,

they don’t have to provide ser-
vices, just the computer calcula-
tion and they get the revenue
when Hydro—Quebec sends them
the check. So, our land is so rich
in environment and resources, yet
we are marginalized and we don't
benefit from those. The only way
we benefit is what we are able to
negotiate, or what we fight for, or
whatever compensation we get.
We don’t want to be compensat-
ed. Compensation implies that
something terrible has happened
to you, therefore you should get
compensation. It’s true, some-
thing has happened to our lands
and our people have been dis-
placed, therefore they get com-
pensation. It’s not honorable to
get compensation, there’s no
honor or dignity in that. The
word compensation is demean-
ing, it’s degrading.

PP: So you would rather have
more control over what develop-
ment does occur and how it
occurs?

BN: Yes, we would like to con-
trol it and at our own pace,
because we know the hunting
and fishing way of life may not
sustain us forever, because of
development impact. As our
population increases, there has to
be alternatives to that economy.

PP: What about the Innu? Are
you working at all with the Innu?
They’ve really been hit hard late-

ly with Hydro—Quebec’s plans
for Lower Churchill.

BN: Yes, I've had several meet-
ings with Daniel Ashini and I
know Peter Panash. But we
haven’t met with Katie Rich, the
Innu’s chief. Daniel Ashini is the
land claims negotiator and I met
some of his people in Ottawa.
They wanted some pointers on
the Great Whale campaign and
how it was done, and what they
should concentrate on.

Basically the advice we gave
them was go after the consumers,
in this case it would be maybe
the Americans. Try to get an
environmental impact assessment
done. It can be used as a tool to
derail these projects. Churchill is
a second phase. There’s already
been damage done, there’s
already a project there, built in
the 1960s.

Some of the Innu were
telling me that when the project
was being built, nobody told
them, didn’t bother consulting

them or even compensating

them. One year they went back
onto their land in the fall to start
up their winter lodges as they did
for thousands of years. And all of
a sudden the river started rising
where they were camped out.
Hydro—Quebec had blocked the

river, finished the dam and start-

- ed filling up the reservoir. They

had no decency and no compas-
sion about it, didn’t even inform
the Innu and just started flooding
them out of their land. That
behavior is still pretty strong in
some of these people who run
these utilities.

PP: You've mentioned going
directly to consumers in the U.S.
to get their support? I agree that
is probably the route that has to
be taken now with deregulation.
For example in Maine, there is
never again going to be a pro-
ceeding that is going to look at a
Hydro—Quebec contract. It’s all
going to be done through private
companies that are going to sup-
ply consumers directly. It’s no
longer going to be possible to ask
government to intervene and it’s
going to take a different type of
strategy.

BN: For us, deregulation is a
double—edged sword. It would be
positive in that Hydro—Quebec is
a giant monopoly, a state monop-
oly and could crush any of your
small utilities down here if they
wanted to. They would have

The Northern Forest Forum
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these presentations to FERC in
Wiashington,that Hydro—Quebec
should not be allowed into the
New England market because of
their sheer size. And now there’s
a discussion of maybe breaking
up Hydro—Quebec. It’s just at the
discussion stage, nothing formal.
So that’s one aspect of it—that
Hydro—Quebec may not be able
to compete because of their size,
and because consumers will have
lots of choices. I don’t know what
kind of choices they will have,
but consumers must inform
themselves.

Then the downside is that
there will be no more of these big
targets, the Maine contract, the
Vermont contract or New York
contract. We are lucky we had
these huge targets, the Vermont
and New York contracts. Of
course, Maine canceled their
contract before the Crees became

active. It became sort of an

example, it inspired a lot of peo-
ple. It could be done. What you
did in the No Thank Q_
Hydro—Quebec group inspired a
lot of our work in Vermont and
New York. We still have to go
after the public for them to be
educated about the source of
electricity.

PP: Do you think that the Crees
will become more active and
again build up a presence in the

u.s.? :

BN: When we were fighting
Great Whale, it took a six year
battle. It was very intense. A lot
of people paid high personal
costs as did the Cree nation as a
whole. About nine million dol-
lars was spent on that campaign.
And that was just the Crees’
expenditures. It’s a high cost, and
that is what we told the Innu: it’s
a very high cost campaign to
undertake, just to be in the public
when you are a small group.
Because we were under threat,
that’s why there was high visibili-
ty. But we’ll remain active in the
states, not at as high level as we
were when there was an immedi-
ate threat to Cree lands. And
hopefully we will be able to take
part in the public debates and
become a participant in the
debates. ﬁp
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More Hydro Quebec News

Supreme Court of Canada Confirms Cree
Position on Unilateral Secession

[August 20,1998, Ottawa]

G rand Chief Matthew
Coon Come provided
this morning an initial reaction
to the judgment of the
Supreme Court of Canada on
the Reference re. Secession of
Quebec. “We are pleased that
the Court has confirmed what
the James Bay Crees have
always argued, namely, that
Quebec authorities have no
right under Canadian or inter-
national law to effect the
secession of Quebec unilateral-
ly,”"" ‘the* *&tdnd- “"Chief
explained.

The Grand Council of ithe
Crees intervened in the
Supreme Court Reference case
to prevent the forcible inclu-
sion of the Cree people and
Eeyou Istchee, the Cree terri-
tory, into any future sovereign
Quebec. The Crees seek to
participate in all aspects of the
secession debate.

Today’s judgment high-
lights the importance of our
rights and concerns. The
Court emphasizes the impor-
tance of the submissions made
by the Crees and other aborig-
inal intervenors. In particular,
the Court notes that this
includes “defining the bound-
aries of a seceding Quebec
with particular regard to the
northern lands occupied large-
ly by aboriginal peoples.”

We have been asked to

comment on the Court’s
choice not to address in detail
Aboriginal peoples’ status and
rights at this time. In this
regard, we accept the Court’s
explanation that such elabora-
tion is not presently required
since the judgment notes that
our concern is precipitated by
unilateral secession, which the
Court firmly rejects.

“The Crees have always

"said, and I

say again
today, that 1296
the Cree
people can-
not be
forcibly
removed
from Canada without our con-
sent,” Grand Chief Coon
Come reiterated when he
spoke to the gathered press in
the foyer of the Supreme
Court in Ottawa.

In any future negotiations,
the Sup: - 1e Court underlined
that they must be ‘principled’
and that the protection of our
fundamental Aboriginal and
treaty rights ‘reflects an impor-
tant underlying constitutional
value which must be respect-
ed.”

“In any future negotiations
on Quebec secession,” Grand
Chief Coon Come empha-
sized, “the Crees will have to
be at the table.” #&
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God Situated
Vermont to
Transm

' ccordmg to A
Press article that

August 28, tht_:rc is intense
interest on thes part of the ener-
gy industry in upgrading power
transmission capacity between

it Power

Quebec and southern New L

England through Vermont. An

upgrade would require $200 .

million, says Vermont Electric

Power Company chair Richard

Chapman. ,
Curiously enough, an

Oklahoma-based gas pipeline
builder and energy wholesaler,
The Williams Companies, says
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uated bétiiv'eci'i'"d'eméhd :dnd..,
supply: “It’s where God placed
Vermont. Theres value there.

You have to make:a dcm :
whether you wan "

Energy Quiz No. 5

Question 1: What percentage
of the United State’s electri-
cal power was generated by
fossil fuels in 1996?
Question 2: What percent-
age is predicted will be gener-
ated by fossil fuels in 2020?
Answers:

1. 66.5%

2. 82.6%

Source: U.S. Department of Energy.

2020 Petroleym 0.1%-‘ :

Editorial Comments: The

U.S. Department of Energy
also predict\s that renewable
energy generation in the U.S.
will drop from 22.3% in 1996
to 8.8% in 2020. Something
is terribly wrong with this
picture, painted by our own
government. Just consider the
pollution caused by the burn-
ing of fossil fuels. Why isn't
the government recommend-
ing that everyone who can
afford it install solar water
heating systems and photo-
voltaic arrays on homes and
businesses? Could it be that
our government expects fossil
fuels will continue to receive
the hidden subsidies that they
have been receiving all along?
Subsidies including wars
fought for so—called ‘strategic
reasons; public subsidies for
construction of ports, high-
ways and other fossil fuel
transportation infrastructure;
eminent domain for pipe
lines and electric lines; and
last but not least, the exter-
nalize costs of fossil fuel pol-
lution to human health and
the environment. How about
some assistance for people
instead of the fossil fuel cor-
porations? (If you don’t think
fossil fuels are subsidized,
please explain why gasoline is
cheaper than bottled water.)
—Pamela Prodan 2
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The Northern Forest Forum

Adirondack Park Report

continued from page 7

Canoe-In for Wilderness
A new coalition of environmen-
tal groups, Adirondack outfit-
ters, boat builders, and guides
formed the Motorless Lakes
Coalition. The first action of this
coalition was the Canoe-In for
Wilderness on the newly
acquired Little Tupper Lake on
August 15th. The Canoe-In was
designed to focus attention on
the wide support for motorless
recreation and a motorless desig-
nation of Little Tupper Lake by
the Department of
Environmental Conservation
(DEC). Over 300 people in over
170 canoes, guide-boats, row-
boats and kayaks participated.
This event dwarfed a rally held
on the same site two weeks later
attended by just 80 people advo-
cating for motorized use of the
property. -

At the Canoe-In DEC rep-
resentatives distributed a flier
stating it would recommend
either a Wilderness, Primitive or
Canoe designation for Little
Tupper and the surrounding
lakes and ponds. All three desig-
nations prohibit motorized use
of the property. All lands in the
Forest Preserve receive a recom-
mendation from the DEC to the
Adirondack Park Agency (APA)
for a land classification. Roughly
half the Forest Preserve in the
Adirondack Park is zoned as
Wilderness and the other half is

‘Wild Forest.

Generally, though not
always, Wilderness lands have
no roads, less trails and fewer
fixed structures, such as lean-tos.
Wild Forest areas have roads
available for motorized use and a
more extensive trail network.
There is one significant Canoe
Area, the St. Regis Canoe Area,
and other lands zoned as primi-
tive, which is a less stringent
classification than Wilderness,
but tighter than Wild Forest.
Less than 1 percent of the total
Forest Preserve is zoned for
campgrounds and other state
facilities.

Once land has been classified
by SANE CRE- et el
Management Plan (UMP) is
written detailing how the area
will be managed. The APA must
approve all classifications and
UMPs. The DEC is expected to
make a formal recommendation
to the APA at some point this

fall. #%
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Book Review

True North

by Elliott Merrick

University of Nebraska (reprint 1989)

The Long Crossing

and Other Labrador Stories

by Elliott Merrick

University of Maine Press 1992

by Alexis Lathem

In the year 1929, Elliott Merrick
quit his advertising job in New
York City and went to Labrador.
At that time, Labrador was
more remote than Alaska, before
its first road, mine or hydro-elec-
tric dam, and was inhabited only
by the indigenous people and the
tiny scattered fishing and trap-
ping communities along the
coast. Merrick volunteered at
the Grenfell Mission in North
West River and then traveled
up the Grand River with his
wife, Kay, and a Labrador
trapper. His account of this
journey, True North , is a
record of a vanished way of life
and a vanishing landscape,
which, if it weren’t for
Merrick’s books, might have
disappeared without a trace.

The Grand River, re-
named Churchill by its devel-
opers, was harnessed in the
late 1960s, and much of the
land traversed by Merrick now
lies submerged beneath an
immense, sprawling reservoir.
The Grand Falls, described in
Merrick’s book, was one of the
world’s great cataracts, taller than
Niagara, whose 316 foot plunge
created a booming thunder that

echoed for miles around, and

whose perpetual spray enveloped
the area, creating a kind of luxu-
riant arctic rainforest. Merrick
was one of the few white people
to ever see the falls; that so stun-
ning a geological phenomenon
could have been harnessed with
so few to witness (let alone
‘oppose) its disappearance, is a
testament to Labrador as a zerra
incognita. While Niagara and
other spectacular cascades have
become icons of the sublime, the
Grand Falls was being measured
for its potential horsepower.
North America’s largest hydro-
electric project, Churchill Falls,
transfigured the landscape
beyond recognition, and erased a
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history and culture we find so
vividly recorded in Merrick’s
books.

The opening passages of True
North, in which the author
expresses the sentiments that led
him to turn his back on the so-
called civilized world, represent a
classic expression of the spirit
that lead Thoreau to Walden
Pond—a rejection of urban and
suburban culture and their asso-
ciated economics of alienation.

Who wants a little box
of a house in a suburb, a
little wife, a little car
with a little garage to put
it in, and little hope?

covered valleys. The life of the
Labrador trapper makes the life
of the New England ‘rugged
individualist’ look soft.

Instead, the comparison with
Jack London comes to mind:
Merrick is Thoreau without his
cranky moralism and London
without the cruelty of his Social
Darwinist ideology. Merrick,
unlike London, writes about the
landscape like one in love, in a
rapture of natural description.

How can we be anything
but happy, breathing the
icy air, skimming down
the river feeling strong as
steel, watching the sun-

Churchill River , formerly the Grand, Summer 1998

Shall I live enmeshed in
such a hopelessly orga-
nized society that I am
dependent upon and
helpless before a butcher,

a baker, a politician, a

judge, a president, an

industrial boom, an
international trade

arrangement, a

European imperialist,

and a wobbly foreign

exchange? All this is not

so much to me as the fall

of one autumn leaf.

The comparison with
Thoreau falls away after the first
several pages of True North:
What we find is the spirit of
Thoreau but set in a far more
powerful landscape, where the
individual’s spiritual and intellec-
tual groping for a renewed ethical
relationship to the natural world
disappears in a natural drama of
blizzards and white-outs, of rag-
ing rivers and endless spruce-

rise come. The sky is
bright, penetrating blue,
growing in intensity. The
tops of the valley catch
alight with gold and
mauve. Slowly the color
and light steal down the
slopes, painting the miles
of treetops and cliffs and
snowbanks till only the
surface of the river lies
somber. Suddenly, the sun
like a searchlight stands
on a mountain and the
river is a carpet of gleam-
ing gold dust, rippled
with purple hollows. We
cast long violet shadows
and we feel like dancing
and yelling.

Merrick once said about his
stories that throughout his narra-
tives “weaves the thread that
‘man is great but nature is
greater’.” And that the function
of a highly developed civilization

should be to lead men closer to
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Tales of the True North

the heart of the world, not fur-
ther away.” 4

In the whirl of drifting snow,
in the intense physical strain and
ache, in the keen concentration
required to maneuver a rapid, the
human spirit achieves a kind of
purity, burnished clean like the
snow-covered hills by the sun.
This is the reality Thoreau
craved but only glimpsed from
his pastoral garden. It is what
Buddhists call Truth, but
Merrick, impatient with philoso-
phy, refers to in a rapture of land-
scape description. ;

I wonder, however, if Merrick
in his later years found some
confirmation of his views in the
school of deep ecology. MerricKk’s
characters are the disciplined,
intrepid Labrador trappers, but
they are not the central charac-
ters to his stories; they diminish
into tiny black dots on a vast
snowy landscape, overwhelmed
by the drama of the river freezing
and thawing, sunsets painting the
white hills in brilliant mauves
and crimsons, or the northern
lights wisping across the sky and
softly exploding like an over-ripe
rose.

True North was Merrick’s first
book, and it is, after all, a travel
diary. It is his later stories col-

* lected in the recently published

The Long Crossing and other
Labrador Stories, that Merrick
achieves a mastery of his craft.
Without Words, one of his most
widely printed stories, is a story
of a white trapper who, angered
at an Indian who has allegedly
taken a precious bag of flour
from his tilt, hunts him down
intending to slay him. Through
the story, the Indian is a silent
presence in the landscape, as he
is throughout Merrick’s writings.
The trapper’s blood-thirsty anger
is finally quenched by the
Indian’s silent act of kindness;
the Indian, in the end, turns out
to be superior in ethical maturity
as well as in his keenness as a
hunter, who always senses his
pursuer with eyes in the back of
his head. The story contrasts the
Indian’s ethic of sharing with the
trapper’s clumsy incomprehen-
sion, a difference that under-
scores the tensions between
Indian and trappers.

continued on page 27
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Coastal
Waters

OCEAN WILDERNESS ONSHORE

—'—'_hile efforts to designate
offshore marine reserves
in the Gulf of Maine

continue apace, Coastal Waters
Project has been reviewing alter-
natives for creating marine
wilderness areas in inshore
waters along the Maine coast.

Top priority for potential
sites are those areas where fish-
ing is already prohibited or
sharply restricted. Such areas
include commercial shipping
navigation lanes that extend
from offshore shipping routes
through state waters and into
port, port zones themselves
(Parts of Portland’s inner harbor
have some of the highest com-
plexity of living underwater
habitat of the entire Maine
coast).

Both Casco Bay and
Penobscot Bay have recognized
shipping lanes, within which oil
tankers and other commercial
ships stay during their transits of
state waters. Fishers have
learned that setting nets or traps
within these areas puts their gear
at risk, and already generally
keep their equipment out of
these areas.

Penobscot Bay’s vessel route
may soon be formally recognized
by the US Coast Guard and

entered onto official navigational

charts; Casco Bay’s already is.
While the state has so far been
loath to protect any of its sub-
merged public resources from
commercial and recreational
exploitation, the areas identified
as navigational lanes will make
an important first step - one that
can be seen as a safety precau-
tion as well. The ‘Cat’—the
hydroplaning high speed cata-
maran cum gambling casino
rushing from Maine to Nova
Scotia has already run down and
killed at least one Canadian fish-
erman. The CAT and other
shipping vessels follow pre-
scribed sharply limited routes.
Why NOT turn these routes
into no fishing zones? Human
lives could be saved, not to men-

tion a part of the Gulf of Maine

marine ecosystem at least gain-
ing a respite from centuries of
relentless pounding by the fish-

ing industry.

Coastal Waters Project is

working on a proposal to the
Coast Guard, the agency that
creates such shipping regula-
tions, to designate areas off the
Maine coast, including inside
Casco Bay, Penobscot Bay, and
the approaches to Cobscook Bay

for this liberating designation. . .

Stay tuned. 2 N T

PICKLED BAY

The Coastal Waters Project
brought dangerous pollution
conditions at the General
Alum and Chemical Corp alu-
minum processing plant on
the shore of Penobscot Bay’s
Stockton Harbor to the atten-
tion of the Maine DEP earlier
this year. Under pressure from
the Project, the state has
required the company to
removed thousands of gallons
of oily poisonous waste from a
crumbling holding tank
perched precariously above the
bay.

~ Numerous other problems
plague the bayfront industrial
site, however: thousands of
tons of acidic aluminum ore
waste still line the shore and
are leaching into the water
column and seafloor; roofing
material has blown from the
site’ s oldest buildings onto the
shoreline tidal flats, effectively
clam-proofing them with a
subsurface impermeable layer;
the company continues to
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spew illegally high levels of
acids from its ‘stormwater’
drainages. Maine environmen-
tal regulators have a to-do list
for the company to deal with
these and other problems. The
company wants nothing to do
with the list, which only rec-
ommends, not requires, that
these cleanups take place.

To bring persistent scruti-
ny and. pressure on this com-
pany, evidently the worst pol-
luter of Penobscot Bay, the
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