


START HERE: 
 
1. In what year did you acquire your land?  _______________ 

 
2. How did you acquire your land? 
 

 INHERIT  PURCHASE  
 

 OTHER: ______________________ 
 
3. How many acres do you own in Vermont? _____________ 
 
4. How far do you live from your land in Vermont? 
 ___ On or beside it 
 ___ 0-10 miles away 
 ___ 11-25 miles away 
 ___ 26-50 miles away 
 ___ 51-100 miles away 
 ___ More than 100 miles away 
 
5. How would you describe the type of ownership in which your 

Vermont woodland is held? 
___Individual ownership 
___Joint ownership 
___Family partnership or corporation 
___Trust or estate 
___Club or association 
___Nonprofit organization 
___Other:______________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1 



6. How important are the following possible reasons for owning 
woodlands to you? 

 Not 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Very 
important 

Site of primary home □ □ □ □ 
Income from land □ □ □ □ 
Recreation □ □ □ □ 
Legacy for family □ □ □ □ 
Protect wildlife and/or 
wildlife habitat □ □ □ □ 

Protect the 
environment □ □ □ □ 

Enjoy scenery □ □ □ □ 
Other: 
__________________
__________________ 
 

□ □ □ □ 

 
7. Whether you live on, beside, near, or far from your property, 

how often do you spend time in your woodlands for any 
reason? Please choose the one that best describes your 
experience over the course of an entire year. 

 ___ Once or more per week 
 ___ Once or twice per month 
 ___ Once or twice every 3 months 
 ___ Once or twice per year 
 ___ Less than once per year 
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End of Survey – Please fold your questionnaire in half and place 
it in the postage paid reply envelope provided.   

 
Thank you very much for your participation!  The collective 

future of New England woods depends on the decisions made 
by thousands of private woodland owners like you.  Our study 

aims to help design the best programs to help landowners 
make decisions in the future. 

 
If there is anything else you would like to tell us or ask us about 

your woodland or its care, please do so in the space below.   
If you would like a copy of the results of this survey, please email 

David Kittredge at dbkitt@gmail.com  
 
Comments or questions:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whom to contact about your rights in this research, for questions, concerns, 
suggestions, or complaints that are not being addressed by the researcher, 
or research-related harm: 
Jane Calhoun, Harvard University Committee on the Use of Human Subjects in 
Research, 1414 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd floor,  Cambridge, MA  02138.  
Phone:  617-495-5459.  E-mail: jcalhoun@fas.harvard.edu 
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11. To what extent are you considered a source of information 
about woodlands?  

___I am not a source of information 
___People occasionally ask me about woodlands 
___People often ask me about woodlands 
___People seek me out to ask about woodlands 

 
12. What kind of information do you provide? 

Please explain: 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

13. In what year were you born? ___________ 
 
14. Gender (please circle)   FEMALE MALE 

 
15. What is the highest grade or year of school you have 

completed? 
 ___ Grade 11 or less 
 ___ High school graduate or GED 
 ___ Some college 
 ___ Associate or technical degree 
 ___Bachelor’s degree 
 ___Graduate or professional degree 
 
16. What is/was your primary profession? If retired, please 

indicate:     
____________________________   RETIRED: YES NO 
 
 
 
 

6 



8. Have you done any of the following things on your land in 
Vermont in the past two years? 
Please check: 
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 Yes,  I have 
made a 

decision to do 
this on my 

land and have 
actually done 

it 

If yes, please 
circle whether 

you were 
satisfied or 
unsatisfied 

with the 
outcome 

No, I 
considered 
doing this 
on my land 
and decided 

against it 

Not 
applicable 
I haven’t 

considered 
doing this 
on my land 

Sale of some 
land 

 Satisfied  
 

Unsatisfied 

  

Commercial 
timber sale 

 Satisfied  
 

Unsatisfied 

  

Cut trees for 
personal use 

 Satisfied  
 

Unsatisfied 

  

Conservation 
easement on 
some or all 
land 

 Satisfied  
 

Unsatisfied 

  

Hired 
someone to 
develop a 
management 
plan 

 
Satisfied  

 
Unsatisfied 

  

Enrolled in 
the current use 
property tax 
program 

 Satisfied 
 

 Unsatisfied 

  

Included land 
in a will or 
estate plan 

 Satisfied 
 

 Unsatisfied 

  

Other: 
___________
___________
___________
___________ 
 

 
Satisfied  

 
Unsatisfied 

  



9. In the past two years, what types of information have you 
obtained from each of the following sources? 

Sources of information 
(people) 

General 
woodland 

info 

Land care 
& manage-

ment 
suggestions 

Contacts 
to info or 
referral to 

other  
people** 

None 

A. Family members □ □ □ □ 
B. Neighbors □ □ □ □ 
C. Friends  □ □ □ □ 
D. Other woodland owners □ □ □ □ 
E. Logging contractors □ □ □ □ 
F. Private foresters □ □ □ □ 
G. Public foresters □ □ □ □ 
H. Conservation or 

environmental groups □ □ □ □ 

I. Local community 
members not listed 
above 

□ □ □ □ 

J. Other:  
__________________ 

 
□ □ □ □ 

Sources of information 
(written or educational) 

  
 

 

1. Workshops or classes □ □ □ □ 
2. Books, fact sheets, or 

publications □ □ □ □ 

3. Internet □ □ □ □ 
4. Newspapers □ □ □ □ 
5. Magazines □ □ □ □ 
6. Newsletters □ □ □ □ 
7. Other:  

__________________ 
 

□ □ □ □ 

** For example, a family member may not give you actual information about 
woodlands or their care, but they DID pass on to you the name of someone you 
could talk to.  

 

When you obtained information from these sources,  
 

Which was the most important type of person (A-J): _____  
 

The most important written or educational source  (1-7): _____ 
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10. When you have made decisions about the care and 
management of your woodland in the last two years, how 
helpful have you found information from each of the following 
sources? 

Sources of 
information (people) 

Not at 
all 

helpful 
Slightly 
helpful 

Some-
what 

helpful 
Very 

helpful N/A 

Family members □ □ □ □ □ 
Neighbors □ □ □ □ □ 
Friends  □ □ □ □ □ 
Other woodland 
owners □ □ □ □ □ 

Logging contractors □ □ □ □ □ 
Private foresters □ □ □ □ □ 
Public foresters □ □ □ □ □ 
Conservation or 
environmental 
groups 

□ □ □ □ □ 

Local community 
members not listed 
above  

□ □ □ □ □ 

Other:  
_________________ 
 

□ □ □ □ □ 

Sources of 
information (written 

or educational) 

  

 

  

Workshops or classes □ □ □ □ □ 
Books, fact sheets, or 
publications □ □ □ □ □ 

Internet □ □ □ □ □ 
Newspapers □ □ □ □ □ 
Magazines □ □ □ □ □ 
Newsletters □ □ □ □ □ 
Other:  
_________________ 
 

□ □ □ □ □ 
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