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A group of nine ecologists and historians affiliated with the Harvard Forest recently
published areport on the status and future of forestlands in Massachusetts. Based on their
assessment of the changing landscape, they devel oped a vision to protect the Commonwealth’s
forests and the important economic, recreation, habitat and ecosystem services they provide.
What follows is a summary of their report, “Wildlands and Woodlands. A Vision for the Forests
of Massachusetts’.

Massachusetts offers an unusual and urgent opportunity for forest conservation.
Following widespread agricultural declinein the 19th century, the landscape reforested naturally
and currently supports a wide expanse of maturing forest. Despite its large population, the state
has more natural vegetation today than at nearly any timein the last three centuries. With its
extensive forests supporting ecosystem processes, thriving wildlife populations, and critical
environmental services for society, thereis a great need to protect this landscape for the future.

However, this historic window of opportunity is closing as forests face relentless
development pressure. After decades of forest protection by state agencies and private
organizations, patterns of land conservation and forest management are still inadequate to meet
future societal and environmental needs. Large areas of protected forestland are uncommon,
conserved forests are largely disconnected, important natural and cultural resources (including
many plant and animal species) are vulnerable to loss, logging is often poorly planned and
managed, and old-growth forests and reserves isolated from human impact are rare.

We urge the people and Commonwealth of Massachusetts to launch abold,
comprehensive initiative to conserve these precious Wildlands and Woodlands and the
ecological and socia values they possess. We propose aforest conservation strategy that extends
asimple design from conservation biology in important new ways. This approach consists of



large forest reserves in which natural processes dominate and human impact is minimized
(Wildlands), embedded within expansive forestland that is protected from development but is
actively managed in an ecologically sustainable manner (Woodlands).

Specifically, the Wildlands and Woodlands vision urges that we:

e Add approximately 1.5 million acres to the state’ s existing protected land base of 1.0
million acres, to reach atarget of 2.5 million acres — roughly half the state of
M assachusetts.

e Set aside 250,000 acres of forestland as Wildland reserves that would be large
“unmanaged” lands situated predominantly on existing public lands.

e Protect from development an additional 1.5 million acres of forest largely in private
ownership.

e Establish anetwork of woodland councilsto serve as an information resource and
project catalyst to support local communitiesin their efforts to protect and sustainably
manage their forests.

The Wildlands and Woodlands approach has many benefits:

e It employs atwo-pronged strategy in which Wildland reserves and managed
Woodlands together form continuous expanses protected from devel opment and
provide the full range of ecological and socia benefits.

e Itcallsfor large Wildland reserves (5,000 to 50,000 acres), predominantly on public
lands, which support natural forest dynamics, landscape-scal e processes, mature
forests, and interior forest habitats and wildlife.

e |t promotes extensive areas of Woodlands on private and public land managed for
diverse conservation, economic and aesthetic purposes.

e |t complements“smart growth” that concentrates residential and commercial
development by permanently protecting the surrounding forest.

e [tisconsistent with previous plans, including the Statewide Land Conservation Plan
and BioMap, and expands on the recent reserves proposal by the Commonwealth of
M assachusetts.

We hope our proposal for an interconnected Wildlands and Woodlands approach will build
the collaborative spirit needed to reach these goals. Achieving the long-term vision will require
investment by many generations, as stewardship of land demands a permanent human
commitment. This enterprise can only succeed if it inspires the widespread dedication of
individual landowners, communities, businesses and non-profit organizations, and receives the
support and encouragement of state and local governments. To retain and enhance the diverse
values of the forest will require us to forge new connections with the land and new collaborations
across the landscape. The people and forests of Massachusetts deserve nothing less.

For more information about Wildlands and Woodlands, visit the Harvard Forest web site
http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/wandw. To request a hard copy, contact the
Harvard Forest at tel. 978-724-302 or wandw@fas.harvard.edu.




Figuresfor “Wildlands and Woodlands” summary:

Forest and Population Change
a) Forest Cover: 1830
iy 5 ]
i e

1650 1700 1TH0  TEOO 1830 19000 G50 2000
Yo

c) Forest Cover: 1899

Sources. Hall, B., G. Motzkin, D. Foster, M. Syfert and J. Burk. 2002. Three Hundred Y ears of Land Use Changein
Massachusetts, USA. Journal of Biogeography. 29:1319-1335.

D. Foster and J. Aber. (Eds.). 2004. Forestsin Time: The Environmental Consequences of 1000 Years of Change in
New England. Yale University Press.
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Source: Foster, D.R. et al. 2005. Wildlands and Woodlands: A Vision for the Forests of M assachusetts.
The Harvard Forest, Harvard University.

Statewide Land Conservation Plan v

- - fﬁ - 5
\w 'd

Sources: Land Conservation Plan Task Force (2003) and MassGI S.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


