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By Maria Blewitt



 In late 2000, I read an article in science news for kids 
about work done by Richard Primack and Abe Miller-
Rushing in which they had taken Thoreau’s journals, 
wrote down when he said certain flowers started 
blooming at Walden Pond, and then did field work to 
compare when the same flowers currently bloom.

 They found that on average, flowers are blooming a 
week earlier than they were in Thoreau’s time.

 http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/articles/20090415
/Feature1.asp

http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/articles/20090415/Feature1.asp
http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/articles/20090415/Feature1.asp


 Last summer, I took a week long course at Walden 
Pond.

 During that time, I read an article by Thoreau called 
“Autumnal Tints”.

http://www0.alibris-
static.com/isbn/9781557094421.gif



 I discovered that  Thoreau gave dates of peak fall color 
for some of the same trees my students and I were 
using in our tree studies.

 Tree type Date 

 red maple 25-Sep

 sugar maple 2-Oct 

 scarlet oak 26-Oct

 quaking aspen 26-Oct 



 I decided to use this information to set up a new lesson 
plan.

 First, I had the students read the science news for kids 
article and answer some questions on the article.
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 Next, I decided to create an operational definition of 
“peak color” as the week when our tree observations 
turned from a “3” to a “4”.

 After our fall observations were completed, I had the 
students look through their data and determine when 
their peak color was for the trees that Thoreau had 
discussed in “Autumnal Tints”.



 Here is the data and analysis worksheet that I provided 
the students with.
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 Here is the filled in data chart as determined by the 
students using the definition that “peak color” 
occurred the week when the trees turned from a “3” to 
a “4”.
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 Here are some of the student’s graphs:
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 Here are some sample answers to the analysis 
questions:
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 You could either use Thoreau’s dates and trees if they 
correspond to your dates and trees.

 You could check for other local resources, such as the 
library, to see if anyone in your local area kept fall or 
spring naturalist journals.

 Who knows? Maybe someday your student’s data 
might be used by someone in the future making a 
graph about trees!


















