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PREFACE

Established initially as a field laboratory for forest management
and research, the Harvard Forest represents one of the oldest
demonstration forests in North America. Since its inception in
1907, the original 650 ha have grown to about 1200 ha. Three
ma jor blocks of land (the Prospect Hill tract, the Tom Swamp
tract, and the Slab City tract), located in Petersham,
Massachusetts (see Fig. 1 and 2), form the administrative center
of the Forest’s operation. In addition, the Forest owns a 10 ha
primeval forest tract in Winchester, New Hampshire and the 50 ha
Black Brook Plantations in Hamilton, Massachusetts. Harvard also
at one time administered the 1300 ha Black Rock Forest in the
Hudson Highlands of New York State.

From 1907 through the 1950’s forestry and ecology were the major
fields represented. Much of the research was devoted to
deciphering the intricate land use history of the area and its
impact upon the forest. The initial goal of the Forest was to
produce a self-supporting operation based on sustained yield
management and natural ecological principles. The 1938 hurricane
obliterated the sustained yield management concept and initiated

an ongoing interest in the ecology of natural disturbance

phenomena. Beginning in 1937 support from the Cabot Foundation
led to the appearance of publications in genetics and physiology

as well. More recently additional fields including soil science,

root biology, forest microbiology, plant anatomy and tree

physiology have been strongly represented. The selection of the
Harvard Forest as an NSF-funded Long-Term Ecological Research site
in 1988 reflected an increased commitment to the Forest’s program

in ecosystem ecology and geographic information systems.

The complete bibliography of the Harvard Forest totals slightly
more than 500 publications with over 200 appearing in the past two
decades. This includes only those studies which are relevant to
work on the Harvard Forest properties and adjacent areas. The
Harvard Forest Bulletins and Harvard Forest Research Papers as
well as the numerous theses stored in the Harvard Forest archives
illustrate the history and breadth of research at the Forest. The
publications are arranged alphabetically by author and in the back
of the publication by subject heading or keywords. Copies of most
of the publications are maintained on file in the Harvard Forest
archives and library.

Gordon G. Whitney, Archivist
Harvard Forest, Harvard University
Petersham, Massachusetts

May 1989
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