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rsity of Goettingen in Germany. His interest in tree growth fos
the teaching of a course on this subject. Forestry was noted in the 
.culum periodically during the 1880s, and in the botanical depart
there was a subsection headed "Forestry" in 1887. Subject matter 
ed on nursery and tree culture, and a course titled "Forestry and 
scape Gardening" was a six-hour elective until 1893, when it was 
,ped from the curriculum.4 

ine of the most significant mileposts in the recognition of profes
forestry at the Massachusetts Agricultural College was a series of 

·es by Dr. Bernhard E. Fernow, given in 1894 (sometimes reported as
in 1887) when he was chief of the Division of Forestry of the U.S .

rtment of Agriculture. Fernow was a German forester who had been
. ed in Prussia and had come to the United States in 1875, married an
rican, and became a citizen in 1883. In his annual report as chief of the

ision of Forestry, he notes that the Massachusetts Agricultural College
one of seven colleges offering instruction in forestry. He and another

an, Dr. Carl Schenk, and Gifford Pinchot, American but trained in
ce, were the initiators of professional forestry in the United States.

se three men founded the earliest professional educational programs
forestry: Schenk operated the Biltmore School in Asheville, North
·olina, on the Biltmore Estate; Fernow formed the New York State
ege of Forestry at Cornell in 1898; and Pinchot and his family were the
· g force behind the Yale School of Forestry, founded in 1900. Only
Yale program survives today.
Dr. Fernow's lectures obviously made an impact on the student

unity at the Massachusetts Agricultural College. Over subsequent 
rs, Aggie Life, a student publication, carried a series of articles 
ocating the teaching of forestry. As is common today, students 
ted to prevent the destruction of forests and to protect and con
·e them from exploitation. The college's administration was slow to

.ct to the students' urging, for little happened for nearly 10 years after
turn of the century.

E HARVARD FOREST: A UNIQUE FOREST EDUCATION 

ND RESEARCH PROGRAM 

1872, the year Arbor Day was founded, James Arnold, a New Bedford 
erchant, bequeathed to Harvard University $100,000 for the purpose 
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Figure 1. Albert C. Cline, the third director of the Harvard Forest, surveying 
downed old-growth white pine in Petersham, Massachusetts, after the 1938 hur
ricane. In the space of 48 hours, some 70 percent of the volume of the Harvard 
Forest blew down, abruptly terminating 30 years of research on white pine silvi
culture and setting the stage for a new program of teaching and research on 
long-term changes in northeastern forest ecosystems. Courtesy of Harvard Forest 
Archives. 

ground. Instruction was primarily in the classroom, although some 

fieldwork was done on private properties. By 1907, Fisher had con

cluded that the undergraduate degree should not be offered but that 

there should be a limited number of students studying for the master of 

forestry degree with a focus on research and limited classroom teach

ing. Years later Professor H. S. Graves, director of the Yale School of 

Forestry, wrote: 
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and economics and ecosystem dynamics."11 Harvard Forest has always 
had an interest in historic human and natural disturbances in the 

forests of central New England, as "epitomized by the Harvard Forest 

Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) program established in 1988

through funding by the National Science Foundation:'12 

The most impressive educational programs at Harvard Forest have 

not necessarily been those that granted degrees but those that brought 

professional foresters to the Forest from all over the United States and 

the world. Some individuals visited for as long as a year, others for a few 
days. A series of two-week "Conferences on Forest Production" began 

in 1953 and were largely the responsibility of Dr. Gould, Dr. Raup, and 

the soil scientist John Goodlett (later replaced by Walter Lyford). From 

1953 to 1956 the theme of these two-week conferences was "Forestry in 
Transition." The generally 15 to 20 professional foresters in attendance 

came from state, federal, private, and university employment. The 
diversity of these groups made for lively discussion both in the class

room and in the field, which was a major component of work during 
the day. Because participants were housed at the Forest, much informal 

discussion went on during mealtimes and in the evenings. The theme of 

the conferences from 1956 to 1959 was changed to "Investment Analysis 
as Applied to the Forest Resource." No conference was held in 1960, but 

they resumed in 1961 and went through 1965 with the theme "Balancing 

Forest Resource Use." The themes of these conferences reflect concerns 

of the times in forest-resource management, with the last series consid
ering multiple-use issues. If held today, they would undoubtedly be 
focusing on biodiversity and ecosystem management. 

Another important program, instituted in 1962, continues up to the 

present day: the Bullard Fellowships. This competitive program brings 

to the Forest midcareer scientists from all over the world for six months 

to a year of study and research. The interaction of these individuals -
who generally have diverse interests - with one another, with the 

faculty and staff of the forest, and with visitors adds greatly to the 

intellectual milieu of the institution. Those who have had the honor to 

be granted a Bullard Fellowship or to interact with fellows, faculty, and 
staff would attest to this value of the Harvard Forest. 

Harvard Forest hosts numerous groups interested in forest

resource use. It has excellent facilities and encourages their use at no or 

nominal cost in order to stimulate interest in forest-resource study and 
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