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. Forest land unquestionably 15 New England‘B most ex— o TR
tensive natural resource. It occupies 77 percent’ of 'the R

region's total land area. It provides the attractive power
that draws large numbers of people to the New England coun-
tryside for summer and winter recreation and for permanent
residence. Thus a large amount of money earned elsewhere
finds its way into thousands of New England communities and
helps to support - standards of living. that would not other—

wise be posslble. s e vdmn et cwn SeReioviy
" N . .. P boes . - ke oy
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This forest resource has_»other_ important valuea.
Well-protected - forest cover .on.the hllls and. moun%aius is
capable of holding precipitation,.. as. it falls “Tin rain or
snow, and of feeding 1t gradually into streams a) unde;—
ground water-bearing structures, This influénce of thé Por-
ests helps to reduce the danger of floods, and to prevent

the erosion of upland soils. Without such cover on the .
watersheds, lakes and reservoirs would rapidly fill up with"
silt, The forest cover also helps to maintain streamflow

during periods of little precipitation.



The timber that grows on New England's forest lands
is raw material for several thousand business en&erpriaea
scattered throughout the region—enterprises both large and
small, A conservative estimate of the amnual value ’
Engfarid!s ‘timber harvest {(on the etump, Refor g
values are added) is $25 million. i
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Despite the great value of this timber .

New England, there has been little concern sbout the ‘condi-
tion of these timber-producing lands. Why? An adeguate
answer to this question would require someé rather extensive
studies that have not yet been undertaken. - However, it is
possible to throw . some light on the situation . by ‘making a
case-study of the ownership of these lands” n 8 ljmted
number of areas. o P
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T Thé” sm.e‘]l owﬁe”r"ls predominant T2 New Eng

proximately 57 percent of New England's foreat*lan
private holdings amaller than 5,000 aeres, “On” the;
‘only about 6 percent showed evidence in 1945 of -
ting practices that can be called good. . The res’t

gets only fair or poor treatment. Gerta.inly the perso
interests and the economic position of the small forest—
land owner have a vital bearing on the general - prgblem of

' '_mproving ’t.he management of New Engla.nd‘s forest*ﬁ: urce,
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R % often hear réferences £ thé- InpEFestS
“Bs though he “were'some special variety'of ‘A
interests that are purely financial. Thigdi >
handicap to much of the thinking about forest.p:
we really need is a lot more information aboul
est-land owners really are. What .are -their occgga 1ona.i
_interests? How much forest™land Is“held by'”perso ho aré
in the business of processing forest products?? *Row" mlich S &
it is held by persons who operat.e’ commerclal- Tarms® oh'which
woodland acreage is an integral part of the enterp'i‘ise?“l-rmr
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much of it is held by persons who make their livings
ness or in the professions and thus have limited t
cilities to devote to their forest land?
to acqulre and hold small forest properties? How:,
forest land.is held for purpOses other than tihber-%

L

These are some of the :_mportant questions '&i\a ¥ B uld:
be answered in order to guide the development of fores’t pro=
.grams. ; :

SCOPE AND METHOD
S »QF THE STUDY.

»
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This st was deugned- prlmarily t.o

land, and s0 on'2

Lmu.ted time and staff, made :|.t, necessary E
the field study to  that which could “bBe done ‘
in -about 5 months. It was thus possible to ‘cover o
‘towns.? These were fairly well distributed t.hrough
area of small woodland holdings. This is the 2on
the large extensive forests on the one hand
cultivated agricultural land on the other.
blocks of New England's 1land area classed as.
"rurban® were excluded from the study.), The#
the 23 towns- in relation to the ext.enslve fore
strictly agricultural la_nds, and the *'*-ur‘ba
shown”in flgure 1o T m?» >
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2 NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE Yo RELATE OWNER'S STATUS OR ATTITUDE YO FORES|T){MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES. DES\RASBLE AS THAT MIGNT 8E, 1T WAS NOT POSSIBLE TOC DO IT WITH (r‘l[ TIME AND
FAC(LITIES THAT WERE AVAILABLE fOR THE STUDY, |

3 TRe suacoum’v DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVEANMENT (N ALL THE New ENGLAND STAT )§ CALLED
THE “TOWN. THIS CORRESPONOS WITH WHAT 4S5 CALLED YHE "TOWNSHIP' IN sont OTHER STATES.
READERS NOY ACQUAINTED WI1TK THE NEW ENGLAND MEANING OF THE WORD 'VOWN' suo o ROT CON-
FUSE IT WITH THE SMALL MUNJC(PALITY THAT IS CALLED A 'TOWN' IN OTHER REG‘



THE GENERALIZED
PATTERN OF LAND
USE IN NEW ENGLAND
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Figure l.--Lceaticn of the 23 towns covered in the study.
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The town was chosen as the basic unit for %he atudy be-
because, in New England, it is the primary subdivision of local
government Most of the real property is assess 'for” “taxa=
tion purposes by the town assessor. The town'taﬁ - K3
therefore, constitute the most accessible and- up%to—date*H
lice, record of private land cwnersh;p. b
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property units. By ntlllzlng this source of infd rmatioﬁﬁ%

was possible to exclude from the study all those; Qgpertiea

that contain less than 10 acres of forest lard.- iﬁ B4 i
¥ iy
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This was done because holdlngs as small " aﬂ ﬁﬁia‘

than 2 percent of the total forest land in s
Therefore, it has limited significance anyw

The 23 towns ‘were selected to give a‘represen :
different forest types, different kinds of farming, andﬁh' Z
ferent kinds of rural economy. These included areas, primarlly
agricultural, areas heavily dependent upon income: f
residents and recreational visitors, areas from whic
commute to jJobs in some nearby area, and areas hibhl
ent upon local wood-processing plants. No towns nit
icant woodland area were included (table 1). el
(sl Zepaci-esd Ls¢¢g'*' TanyD and nsﬁt bﬂ
LNnidaquode :;::!hagﬁrzt.1 pid 2L arihfod w0l pAokd
orel e The mame: and: addreaa of each owner:piﬂg. A
of: forest--landidn the. town was takeq -from the ;
means’ of ihterviews with town- assessors,. selqumqp dor
time. residents, the: tax-record information Wﬂﬁuﬁ%ﬁ&PﬁSﬁﬁw%;%Q
clude occupatlon of:'the owner, his approximate age, &,}‘O%;_O,% +
forest land in the property, apparent purposes of. thﬂ,owner
in holdlng the forest land, A total of 2 106 owners L
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A questlonna¢re was then sent by mail .tp egch”oneyof

these 2,106 owners of forest land. This requester orma—




fi,l- n..;-'-l

§ PR

‘whether or not forest ‘products ‘were - ‘harvested from i
‘within the past 10 years, a:ncpactat.iun of - such ha.nr-pt
‘the forest land 1n the next 10 years, "and so furt.h.-hp&i

Table 1. --Acreage of privete forest la.nr_! as percent. of t.otal
) land ares of the 23 New England towns | :
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tion as to h-:m and when the cwner acquired his forest lar
his principsl reasons for holding it, his present occupat:

the 2;106 owners to whom questionnaires  were sent, -
were r&cuivad f rom 6?L mmera, or 31 percent, -

vh

. Partly ae & check upon the information recﬂivud"fm
the questionnaire respondents, but slso to shed further light
upon 4individual differences in owner attitudes, a further
randon subsample of 50 owners was taken, Thece wem inter-
viened personally. 7 _basdt
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The main object of this was to get first-hand impres-
sions that would aid in the interpretation of the survey data,

Out of the 50 interviews that were conducted, 32 were withgwn- . ¢ »
l}ru who had not responded to the qu-est.inﬂmire. i SEE 4 T :
I o Ll LT RTACLE s AN T v f"

T3 -Hu'-ﬂ-? iﬂ':u- L T LA L 3

pABEULTRN o7 ) ﬁh berralipness  <bnn! vpd &l
5201~ HO, ;THEmPRFSEHT.a nuNERsJ&E‘i :

INTO” POSSESSION O "FORES"?‘ L] !1[“
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) Thu means by which private owners come in‘h !' l.,,,ﬂ- x
of small heldings of foreat land has cchisiderable s : ‘;tnu ¥
If a man lays out hard cash to purchase land, hé g g1

. or ,

expects to derive some kindref benefit from: his acquisi

If, on the other hand, the land comes to him by inheritan

by gift, he may be content to retain passive uwnuruhi&_ag long
———-m-n-“ t burden 18 reamsonab baambla and there is DrOm—""
= ﬁamW“m, LAY

The quEstinmﬂre sent t.o |lI tha f:ll?ub- ) "‘"'”I'j.

asked for an indication of the means by which ‘th #‘

u.r:qlurud Answera were received from E?h aut&an e 5

owners. ‘The diatribut.ian of owners and of acreags'fisl

cc-rding ‘to thée means by which'the "lludm acquirell,

marized as ‘followsi+dlE omic it = on Samemny 4 '
2eamime dLy U2 mrve ;0 0 0 0 B ad ] :

[

Purcen‘t. Percent ofalids
Acquisition by— of owners acreage
.2 .. Purchase 74.1
-o - Inheritance . . . |8 MU
Bl yla T Gift- r‘f#.;. . htS i .'I_.
cxn :,,Fureclasure of mort.,g:ge B -5
Tt oak Smm nther means 1 "aT & -

c-- 3 vl N

The number who acquired thelr land by purchllo no
ineludes & few persons who originally inherited an ¢ . 1
share in a property and subsequently bought the ng.it. a .
heirs. However, thls factor i= probably of miner import
The bold fact is that approximatiely three-fourths, of o
and three-fourths of the land ncreage fall in the 31t
by-purchase category. Practically all the rest o th - ners
(24.5 percent) acqulred their land by inheritance or 'I:gf'
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. "~ There is probably no clear dividing line betwe
) two. Some people prefer to transfer property by igi!
. ) ~than to bequeath it to their heirs, who would not © -
- gain possession until after the donor had died.; ‘;%ﬁ
i disparity between the percentage ~of owners who. ’
"“their land by gAft (4.5 percent) and the apreage'
percentL) quggests that lands “transferred by gift
in very small holdings. ?*‘I‘ra.narar?b? ‘"land'r‘['. ong
of mortgages, op the other hand RN
g larger holdings. ¢ IR0 .30,
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crop that ‘can’be’ harvested from everj par
year. _ The time‘between “harvest cutﬁi
property dependB largely. Upona the, .intensity o
that-is being appliedq j .A“part.lal..cuttiqg_g{ i
individual trees or.by b}.ocks ef -mature
at frequent intervals;c ia-:lpraqt.lc;al e
stock.1is adequate .and vlgorogs;r -but, unfortunatg};
the.small fores} holdings in New England, . -these cond

. not occur at present. Under the prevailing _gréctice '
necessary to wait 20, 30 AO or even 50 years betueen ;
cuttings. - -
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to get mitch’attention™-from the forester!s. Pt&nﬁé _
fore, “it"1s Importani to know 3unet.hing ut. the
of forest-iend in emal) holdings“that*is ?.Ff I‘E.i
ership and the percentage that changes. ﬂan&s

' -l 23 Ag a
< PR 3 K —r“:—,",_. !...-

- Adequate in;'cgrmation of *'this kind would“Trv

, ‘specific studdes. * However, it was"possiblé th! this?i
“obtain a, rough indication of the®length of time’that &
' “ent’ owners have been holding their forest land.* “This|in®
tion was obtained by asking each present owner td indic
period in which he first acquired forest land in New’ ngl
A response was obtained from 626 owners, with results tha
summarized as follows: N




Land first Percent Percent of .

acquired in—. uf owWners: . *a.i:rea.gg held. ,; e A
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Stated in u.nnt.hur way, 1t eppears that one
prnsant. owners began to -acquire their present holdi n.gl -8
OT more years ago. This group of cwners now hnlﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂlﬂLﬂ‘
the total acreage. At the other extreme are 42 pnhumj;_(
present owners who began to to acquire forest lands ‘Iit-hiﬂ
last 10 years. -This group now holds 29 percent of tha
BCTOARE, 4 ' .. p R T -
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. More t.hnn half of the total fm-est. l.craaga
holdings in these 23 towns is owned by persons
holding ‘such property- for less t ﬁrﬂj‘%ﬂ'? T gt ‘o S By
course, polnts to one of the fundamental problems encot *’-;'5" -
in the development of programs for promoting better forestry
Changes ‘in the ownership of timber-lands often bring with

strong t&nptat.i_una to liquidate the t.imbar values, FSE t il
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_ OCCUPATIDNAL STATUS.
. OF PHESEHT,_,,EIWHERS m;ﬁ'f

; R L ] ﬁj‘- ‘m
::—‘ El"l:' l'."r _1.. ] Ig _1-‘1

Information on the tncupatinnﬁ‘:shtds’" X -;g;_, st
land owners in these 23 towns was drawn fr !m 50U urcess.
town assessor or selectman who uupp.'liaa X, nf
when data were being taken from the town tax rn!.lt
questionnsires that were returned. - It was thus pnilihlt i.d
check the knowledge of the sssessor agalnst that rapﬁrtnﬂ
the guestionnaire respondents. S

.":-{.:'

The indications are that the assessors are well in-
formed about the occupations of the landowners in thelr ta
0Of the 674 queationnaire respondents who answered this QI.'HI-
tion, 102 classified themselves as farmers: the town uuﬂuj
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themselves as};businegs and’ fess'innal- Deop P_ﬂ‘j@
B the aasessormd‘* u ﬂil“nf these "inthat”
" who“clatmed o be laborers: or”“lef%"ﬁl pers Yt ;Il“_tg up
134t" ‘the town'” assessors*had put.*iZO in-thatce
greatest discrepancy occurrea w:.t,h respecﬁ"to

100: ~ the assessors’tiad listed’ o‘nly 72 cmner
Actually these differences are: not. serious.o :

¢

.. - o3 Lo The distribution of the; forest-land owners

-~ +  Yand-acreage by. owner's _principal’ .occupation ds s
. % :and Tighrel2ii The: 1list.is arranged in:descendi:
o el ~cording Yo the acreage of .:f‘ores,t land ov[ned.'?‘

eyl 8
OWnS 7

groqps in the 23 New En,gland

A ® P M v &

-t AMM'._
Owners of wood- uaing,planta 1~,JB
Business-professional peraona!! 333

Full-time farmers’ - * < ¥ "ft :
J Retired personaf - = THe- U;“ 21.1[-’-' )
- |. Laborers- clerical pernnna l,4!"J 37 .

| Housewives e L. 209

| Clubs and inst.it.ut;i.ons s R 13
| Public utilities- - - - 7 o8 -
“Deglers in forest land =~ . ' 50 -

Unsettled estates "~ : 67

* Owners of recreational busineas_; 37

Students 9

Banks and other financisl unitas ' 6
Other industrial establishments 7

Occupation unknown T 244 SEi i -
: T T ﬁl ! )
Total 2,106 278 01.1_-‘ s §« i
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i Almost 24" percent -of the:forest land in.these . LS |
is-held by persons who make their“livings_ by Mperat n : ' - . 7
mill or some- other kind-of wood—processing plant:: Hh}l 8 i
owners number only 79--less than 4 percent of the tot.pl, they i
hold larger blocks of land than any other important ¢ of !
owners. The average wood-industry holding contains 8 % cres
of forest land (table 2). i s
-

: Business and professional people rank second.i
acreage held. They hold 18.6 percent of the land- and

: ; ’! 1



T "f“'w erei1and has

. 18.1 percent of the total number of owners. The average
ing by members. .of this 00cupat10nal* class contalns aPo ttt
acres ofi’i‘i:‘?rest l\aja (tabili'!laﬁq & gaf; Q o
*_l"’ : hﬂb" Lhaia t
.'“f;' -:\-.l‘l“ _:‘ ot ﬂdh-¢fk wa_q‘y 3 =,
#4575 pérsons w}ﬁojreéa:'rqg ‘ram?mg as”their prﬁc’:l.paj.
t:Lon take third plece 4n percentage of " forest acreage h
Their holdings repres’ent A4Tb pertent o‘?.‘”'%"l’:'é‘“ are%uﬁ’ﬁ
number more than 18 pergent of: allqmnere.w?he«,ﬁverage»
holding contalins 82 acres, of forest. iand (table 2). - W

P nsrwc’{

TIEL w.

[T & -

= ! S m"fﬂ' ] ] .....,',.‘ )
. This indication that’ only ll 6 percent of the for
land in ‘holdings of 10°to 5, D00 acres is held™ ’ﬁé”rbﬁ“ Y
regard farming as thelir ' principal -occupation poa.ntsm‘
need for reconsidering that foresy area that has Ig_gzi‘c a8
fied as""farm woodla.nds. In a regi_gn like’ New'

-« _ ivgtion and ou
as past.ure and comlng back ‘Into forest, thers” e.p aren
large' areas of land that meet the Census Buread® “Efefﬂﬂjf
of a farm, but are not being operated by perseng, whq ,,rqgh

farming as thelr prineipal occupa.tion.‘ In 21 of, t.hee;”;

sn Nadaae!

t.owns", it was possible to make a ‘alYect ‘comparison o
farm woodland acreage as reported by the 1945 Censns

more as disclosed by the present survey.

follows: y RE
/ w AEN
5= A .E.
‘-11,,1

. "Farm woodland" acreage, according
. to 1945 Census of Agricultu.re

A§ ono, ue *

" 4ngs that contain 10 acres or more, "c, weY

?accord_lng to present survey 2@ 25,4032, 059. 3
A I,f > ..',Vir' s ”
. Apparent acreage of "farm woodland" - . - :
*~ in farms owned by- pers_ons ‘who? do Fnacwer J¥jdr
* - not regard - farming as their prin- = o oae:c s 008

cipal ‘occupation; and in farms that i
‘contain less than 10 acres of for- R
est land. ) - 38,827

4 i il
THIS 1S NOT AN IMPLIED CRITICISM OF THE CENSUS DEFINITION OF A FARM, HOWEVER.| |T,

1S A REMINDER THAT THERE ARE MANY FARM DPERATORS WHO DEPEND UPON SOME OTHER OCCUPATION 1

FOR THEIR PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME.
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It thus appears that only about 45 percent of: t‘{'xe
woodland” acreage in units of 10 acres or more is 1n' a
are now being operated -on & full-time basis. .AThe 01:. G
cent is apparently,. 13 farms that contaln less t.ha.g'
woodland or in”farms whoSe “owners ‘Thok”to som
tion as their:chiel :source ,0f 1ivelihood. = Th ,5
that the habit of thinking of 211 "farm wood]
terms of the farmer who can ‘harves sommercial
from his own woods .during the p;‘iods when oth
slack needs some modificatid T Eng
cerned) because more. than h&lfwmg‘l"famw
parently owned by persons whose prinupal occupa on' .
thing other than commercial i‘arming,-* or is in ;['arm WO

needed for home use.
; gl "&:!”'.nf“,m

held, are the retired persons " 1abo] rs -;,
housewives, clubs and institutiona, ,pu‘.% 1
dealers in forest land and stumpage. ‘35 er ¢
gories are of minor importance. i

J

4 ]

classes is shown in figure-3,~.The.first 6 catqu{r‘-'
ber of owners (74 percent) also a.ccount for mos‘[', O
est land-—78 7 percent.
S 13-} M_--*A:-Anwy
e 2T IR edd T dmaoreg BT
Publlc progra.ms»ofaforestry dRS'
technical advice for owners of small woo:
thus far, been designed chief. >
er and the timbsr operator. “,‘-";L hese 23 ew g ,
these two groups S hold” only about ,35 percent. Pfa
land acreage in small propert.ies.,, It thus appear
major effort to encourage better forestry ‘of amal
ings has been concentrated on about one—t.hird of I'

Ed . e

=k
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B Figure 3 ——More t.han 78 b—ehrZe;xzcj of the bwjﬁ”é'i?sy
: b‘;-\;iﬂr firs B:Lx occuﬁiﬁnﬂicetegoﬁ‘é }
HrisY wrids ba° :.bun v#: ‘é‘aﬁw i

LT

About two—thirds (64 percent) of the fé}eél
by the owners of wood-using plants is now in pos
those who began to acquire such land prior to 1918w
Only 5 percent of that held by the business and pnr
group is held by similar long-time owners. Labo e
clerical persons are also in the class of comparatggp-
comers.
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Table 3. —-Distritution &f forest sereage pocording Lo per g
which tlu_pﬂaunt. cmoer ﬂrnt accul red fnru't lands, ,
_LMH.___."LL"“] : 5}

* - R aR D

.zmrms of rirst acq _ o,

W Wacyal I‘t_-:q_"'n-‘-

i D-ner: of wond-using plagts 15
Suslress-profesaional peraena Tin > 2
| Full-time farmers =t R T ¥ o B
Retired persons | o P =k :;E T
| Laborera-clerical plrl-bﬂl- oy ¥ 22
| Housewlves ' 26
i o 1

Cluba and institutions *
’l ‘utilitdea 4 S
I Deslars in forast land T
hn.nl.&iad estates | A
L) a] | 0 s
. L -‘- pEs | O E G L L

B e % i’

&T:L‘Li';'.‘:'ﬂﬁ.:‘ w

1}

Biaddf

All groupa |..-": .' T

-;"-ﬂ}- ke
HEE )

.g:;."u?u

s % :
“aiy’ K B 1
f T L Y

el

A __rmqmwtﬂwn

[ T

r L &g

|".I|I-' -r“-"'

SF gi sxar vel lo knE oas do wTas 1' L . i
bﬂ-'" 4 --': AGE - [HSTR.J utio '

oL " “'r'r > Al I 1.
tet GF--THE FOR ESI AND ]
*-nﬁ"*t: Foda orlowg AT cAsstAy 4t i

=102 Ba r'-‘—-.n. - .rlJF ._ .\.-lna.u ‘.\.r.ﬂ
~-pT eocacallsdels ot ::—-,.r*..':u:l

A5 g owner's agé ¢
titude toward forest manag 'rf]‘*int&hr -E
with cwners of small forest holdings, J'ult hear-thl
"0f.course, t.i.mher-ut.a.nd improvement investments
ble, but why should I'do®any of that”sort "o thing’
est 1a.nd? Imnaltna ulﬂmge_tmt_:pmﬁtr -_~

18 fotima s TV ¢ AEELE T EMES. 0 BE TR

- 5 ‘ - - - -

'l

S .

By means of the answers to the questio
formation cbtained ‘from the town assessors, it was poj
to make an age-class dlst,ﬂbrut.ic-n of 1,569 of the ftlﬂ

owners (table 4).

1--..— e — o N iy — W ww w oW

—
L '-""'l"!"_"-""-f”.--"-"--
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Table h.--Age distribution of persons owr
L=t ol in the gwna ,

AEGD’FEJ Wi

135 fﬂ-—msfuﬂw'-- "M ] 2059 heﬂr

_I-j"_;_‘,_‘" J i -

| ____:.-'I__“!' -F:ul freer" Lﬁ_ng_ Furcant. * Percent 1

. b el ez el

. DI.I‘M!rI uf 'I'D-Ed.—i.‘llin; pll:t..u = ].'}' 153-_ _'::1*
- Business-professional peraons *~% B 77
; CFuli-time Tarmersil

} '| Retired peracna™ £
§ : laborrru—c‘i-rinll:;u
$e " - ||, Housewlves,*w sl

i r ! Dealers in romt.,hnd d'f'J‘r'
}:: Dumn nf recrestional busine

e - . -
g " # e
i -

h :r’*h‘u FI;"F 5 1..-.:..
i T M'ﬂu-‘*' }*,,_;r‘a.

BE pr ! —
e i

Owners who are 60 years of age and older make up.
percent of the totdl number lof ‘owners. - Extept for
persona" and those classified ap "housewives" there
undue concentratfon of ocwnérs in the wldesit Tagedgroug
ownerahip cf forest:land by persons under 40 is not
mon e:n:::e.-pt for owners of wood-using plants; Jamrs
ers)“clerical persons, and those engaged in nﬂ.aceﬂ

oy

ehpatibhasThe bupiness and profession 5ple_who own,
" est land;are: popgentrated; in 8BS, bre "'.**;
% inkinteT clit wsed Loy  eanbhisd fesvol -.1“

~s¥fzsl ~7a sdnemtesvm} fheme ﬂ brrate-ed 0
-1:% y=Unlike individuals, the:l agnnro}'; nurpari ons k'
not rsubject: to physical lin;j.t.ntimmj f‘*“*‘ ‘\‘-‘
formulate and carry out puli-:‘:l.eu con iﬁuauﬁy c.nrer mANY, E E:"
eratlons of stnckholders. In these 23 towns, there are
corporate owners of Torest land. The ” average hulding I T
this group is 835 acres, but ¥ of them hold more than; 5,00C
acres. Their total holdings add up to 28 percent, of t.h- .
est land, These tend, of course, to concentrate in the towns
that are most extensively forested. 5 ! s 3 ’._.ﬁ_, .

|
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=  Ferceot of all the priwats forest

and . iy
i gt " Rewdia _ R
R | 1 i i e
i =EiH R ot '4:;‘:
. ¥ i e ’-
= L [ 1 'I.: *:—.
= §i 1 LS r At
- : } s 101 N
Loa t+ B rﬂ‘ -
t 11 i .F

ENCE

=

OWNER'S. RES IN., REL

ot i 2 - i ' | o e o
TO THE - LOCATION OF HIS . FORE
CTiegus, b phesy T .:n:;‘-r'
;o Lrumteeia g 2 ;
= Active 1ﬁtér'u=£"; iE‘. he’ improvems
by its owner . is hardly feasiblé unless n

visit it oceasionally and keep himself . person
about its condition, I
land owners in these 23 towns reside either wi
‘where their forest land is iocated or in one of |
towns. Absentee ownership of these forest lands
not so prevalent as might be expected (table &)

] &®*

Only 8 percent of the owners

‘A large part (65 percent) &

live outside’
Another 10 percent live within New England but not s

P

State in which thelr forest land is located. L}
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WhY THE OWNERS HOLD THESE. L&

- —

The various reasons that impel .pur.qo:;lg I“
hold -small forest-land properties -renge-all-the-

) h.'..’mﬂ.ﬂ'-.u.- r :,."_'L
o .2 T r
r ru i-

; _

* Ui 1 GEW
- . . - - -ll:-ul i
Table ﬁ--- _]gﬂn__rl.ﬂd_p_bl‘ oxmetr's blace of residence to

i ) I_-J “n;j"[-_.;g forest land | _.'l_'.;
, o __'" o -?F.ﬂ l' - {15 by

2 P;:,,;é . h-ln"
' In sase. . -8
| He o gre Tom e _‘
. ;.-ulkru "f‘:--u:i‘mI ‘dj“':ﬂ

' : town

B, L Ty
= ireisadl 1

EEI:_I‘LI’:I& tic ﬂ‘ o
Salem

. Chaplin

Marren

Maine

Denma ric 71
Xirgfield 80
Eastbrock 72
Amherat . 71

'_h_&l-i_ﬂmﬂ_tg J: f 4

Plymplon -7 Bj !
,Dearfield . W e
Tyringham “.& 35 i
Hmmt 'Ih:hinr.nn K

New ﬂl!l!lhiﬂ IR = R.r'_.
Stoddard . . ™ 5ﬁ¢w

Daoville, . E u-c#:.r:.- - .5

Jackson "~ : 20 2
Harrisville-Unity ° .63 " -sr- 7 16pmes bro a1y ;z.mfm <
Fitzwilliam LR 7.1 R e 33 oap ik

f & a o o — " _I.r-p .ﬁ.ll H

Vermont iy S
Hancock 59 25 - 3 Tty
Granby LA ] p |- ——
Weatfield %0 1 il |
Hﬂ!hftdﬂ w E - I —
Baltimore &9 2 7 3
Searsburg 22 19 13 .II._IflIi

ALl towns &5 17 0 8
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rather whimsical. An examfle of this last cdtegory
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they held their land for|its timber values, £5
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lands for recreaticnal purposes, and.an additional [3ipare
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i e % e
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. the owners of ‘IQ

The preblem is somewhat mitigated by the dBet
larger holdirgs are more 1fkely te be in the hand
who are interested in timber values, altho
not necessarily in cc-ntinuqua yieldn in aceg ,-
stahdards of forest management.? The geng
furqut-land acreigs ' "

tg, _

N ;
" Timber va. u,es
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. Sale later ut high
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' The 100-percent interest in timber =
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The distribution of samali forest-property oW

tording to their reasons for ndiding such land wheg

'i. ered in respect to age of owner or means of acquisi
.+ . no significant departure from the general pa 't.ur'n

; a, -:ﬂ'u g r, quite clear "Eha.t. the -own of larger prof
3 sach mor-u"_'E to sce:r' !:.im‘b-er ralues

!‘ & -.‘ -3 = ol L 1- t | J’
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE FOREST LANDY
BY S12E OF Hmniu"’

o Ehe New England,
s lowns, -
O LC .!|_='_'

: 100 acres are not so sj.gm
i $ mi ght. ‘e auppongcb Thin s
Y - ing & 3uhata.ntin1. area’of r
L . that 78. & of the @ﬂm ely owned forest a-:r
garding that in hél of less n 10 acres) is
pr-:-partiqhthat contaip E or 1 yﬁacrea of, ’r-::ru

, This.78.6 _perpnn held 'q;,_,_ .9 p

f.hg fcrrest.- ) - 1) v o pn

1.%; e o i

'f_r-r""'

- l'.'-uin,g even: T'-'"-"E h

to un;r that more t _ d_ﬁh.*‘l o

percent) is held by~less't

_mmer:[. A uyutuma. an

© " atively small’ numb bu “of fo

{77 " wavrd getting 'b,ett}r !’a;es ¥arge Blocl
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