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- A % Forest land @uestionabig i s  ; . ~ e w ~ E ~ l ~ m J ~ g , ~ r n o s t ~ ~ ~ -  - . <  
tensive natural  resource. It occupies 77 percent of the 
region's t o t a l  land area. It provides the a t t r a c t i v e  power 
that draws large numbers of people t o  the New England coun- 
t rys ide  f o r  summer and winter recreat ion and f o r  permanent , 

residence. Thus a large amount of money earned elsewhere 
finds i t s  way into thousands of New England communities and 
helps t o  support - standards of -. l i v ing  t h a t  would not,,othe$- 
wise be possible,.; . - r -  - . z . . I... r,:. -i\rif.-i.c?.,zF.~i-.I . 
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This fbr&t  r&&rce - .- has-.otherJLA$rnportant; - ;values. 
Well-protected - f o r e s t  cover .on- the ,hi l ls  - .  and: .LA-- mob%taipa . i s  
capable of holding precipi ta t ion, .  . a s  it fa l l s  .in, r a i n  T or 
snow, and of feeding it gradually i n t o  etr&--and,, bh9& 
ground water-bearing s t ructures .  ~ h i h  ihflu&ce of' %I% fig 
ests help8 to reduce the danger of floods, and t o  prevent 
the erosion of upland so i l s .  Without such cover on the . 
watersheds, lakes and reservoirs  would rapidly f i l l  up with': 
s i l t ,  The fo re s t  cover a l so  helps t o  maintain streadlow - . 
during periods of l i t t l e  precipi ta t ion.  . . -. 
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The timber that grows on New England1 s forest l a i d s  - 

i s  raw material f o r  seve ra l  thousand business enterpri'aes .. 

scat tered throughout the region--rente~prises both ;large arid., ... . +  

smaU, A conservative estimate of the annual value 
~ngxaw!a ithber harvest  (on t h e  $mnpj;&efors 
values i r e  addd)  i s  $25' ' d f i ion .  .-; . .:. . ,. . . 

:.;y. " ' : " 
Despite the p e a t  value of thia timber : reso? 

New England, there has been little concern about %he 'concU- 
t i o n  of these timber-pmducing lands. Why? &I adequate 
answer t o  this question would require ,some' ra€h& exteneive 
studies that have mt yet been undertaken.: !;<,Hpeyyr, it i s  - 
possible t o  t h m  .- some ,l ight on the  s i tua t ion  by making a 
case-atudy o f  the ' ownership of these lands' "'6 M t e d  
number af areas. 

. <  , . 
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proxiumtely .. 57 percent of New*Englandt s _ f o r , e ~ t  Lana is ' in 
private  holdings smaller than 5,W acres. On these .lands, 
>only about 6 percent s b q ~ e d  evidence, i n  3945 .of-.timber-cut- 

, ,-.. : ,,< 

ting practices th&t can 'be"&alled good. ! ThB'res't; d;f ft 
gets only f a i r  or poor treatment. Certdnlp the  personal 
i n t e re s t s  and the economic posi t ion of t h e  s&I forest- 
land owner have a vital bearing on the g e n e d l  problem ,of. 

- > - -  '-  
- .  , _ _  

I rnproh-g'  t he  management of New ~n~land~s.*foreat"e~ource. ;.. .. - r  C . 4 .  . -  . . - -  - - .  , , 7 ,  , ..?--.,-?->::.;. . '- - --*.-.:..-J . , ...-.. 
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- -' -. But. -fiFit, h t  is . ;l . ~ ~ f ~ ~ e ~ t - l ~ a  om&$~l+ :;PC- ? -:',?-it 
-r-r..?.:zy5d.:. Y L  :, \-,: -..--.: Z L f . .  - 7 - . , *  , 9: - - -  . . . .-, . ... . .;.. % .:--7=r: 5: ? y ~ . ?  
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'7-r-5 F q  -- - 5 -You.-of 7 L----r,-- .. ten .L -, hear -+ *- -+f~re~~eb:'~~-th~!."f&~&d~--+am *%fie$! 
_ _ as . - , -  'tho@$ ,he; "beFe'l iomeyspk&hl & ~ r f & ~ ~ ~ ~ f +  -.ailkind.+ho-r&& 
inte res t s  that  are- purely fi-=id. '. ' ~ f i s ~ & d ' : - ' i l  .'s&d.i>u~i 
handicap t o  much of the thinking abo& $6rest,pmbl&s. 'ht  
we really need is a l o t  more infonnation about *ho..onE'*f or 
est-land owners really are. What .am - their  occupationaz 
int 'erest  s?' HbCiuch - fores t rhnd i3*2hbld b$ p&~i& :.who are -.. l. 

' i n  the business of p m ~ k ' ~ s h g  fo'reat firodGcts?-'f HOW muck-~6f 
it ' i s  ' held by hkrsons who operate' ~ - ~ e ~ i & ' - ? a ~ ~  oh ~ h f c h  . . . .. - . .  
woodland _.- . acreage f ,i - kn' int&+l'-part of ' th6- er&ter$H.~e?'~~Ib~lr 
. . , . . . . - . - - . .  . , .  .~ 
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much of it i s  held by persons who make t h e i r  livings i n  busi- 
.fa- ., . - -- - 

- - -I -- ,. -2. " - .? , r t 7- .- ..c - . 
.- . 

- .-I * -  
These are some of t h e  important questions that $hodk. 

be answered i n  order t o  guide the development of fo res t  pro- 
grams. 

, . -  SCOPE AND M E T H O D  
. .  - . . . . .  . . . , ,. , -_ . .. , I t  
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' sci$ ni.s 
designed priGarUy to amain im-om 

t ion  about t h e  owners of smal l  f&e& 'holdings--who 
how they earri t h e i r  livings, t h e i r  reasons for.owni1 

na- 
ire, . 
:st* 

- . . -.. hnd ,  and so on;* . , . +  .. . .  
. . .  . .:,. . , . . .  . *  . . .  . . .  . . . .  

, 
. . 

..I . ' <  _ . .  = .:, - 5 . t :  .. ... . 

&ted time and staff l rkde i i t  n&bessav t o .  cop-ir- 
the field study t o  '- -that i h i ch  ' codd '  -'& dorie by one mar  

, i n  about 5 months. It was t h u s  possible t o  cover only 2: 
 town^.^ These were fairly well distr ibuted throughout the 
area of small woodland holdings. This i s  the .  gone between' 
the  l a rge  extensive forests  on the one ha&, and areas of - ' 

cul t ivated agricultural land on the other.  (Rither large * 

blocks of New England's land area classed as, urban 01 

llrurbanu were excluded from t h e  study, ) .. , $he locat ions c 
the  23 towns- i n  re la t ion  to t h e  .extens&ve forests;. tht 
z t f ic t ly  agricultural lands, and Ithe * -ur$aniz .... i ...+ 
shown-in figure k-*- - <. 

< ,  
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F A C I L I T I E S  THAT WERE A V A I L A B L E  FOR Tm S T M Y ,  1 
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Figure 1,--Lccation of t h e  23 towns  covered in the study. 



I 
I The town was chosen as the basic u n i t  f o r ' /  hg s t u q  be- 
i 

4 
because, i n  New England, it i s  the  primary subdi sion o f l o c a l  
government. Most of the  r ea l  property i s  assess for2 Imca-. ' 

t ion  purposes by the  town assessor, The town'tcuq reoords 
therefore, 1 constitute the  most accessible and-up-to-date p~ 
l i c  , recolid . - of private land ownership.: - 1 

f - 
+ . -..- &---- 7- - -;-.T -+- - - . C .  

-. 
I h . - .- .- ; .-- "Y3?. - - - .-.- 

I In-every town there i s  an &~&;or o r  experi se- 
lectman who i s  personally familiar with most" of:-the i d i l  
property- units, By u t i l i z ing  this source of infdnnarjson, it 
was possible t o  exclude from the s t u d y  a l l  those .propert% 
that contain less  than 10 acres of fores t  land. 1 ' 

- .  - r - -  .e,,.-<b, 
k -. 

- . .  - - -  . . -  4 . i  

This was done because holdfngs as .smnM ' as  t 
j i k e l y  t o  be ,commercblXy operable -as independent u 
such -a"holding -happens% - - .,. -be par t  -OF a conmidj~;ci&l'farm, i' 
probab* supplies the .-farm with f u e l  wood; f e n ~ e  y o s t s ,  a] 

pk.. -..- ;"* -,, . H . some bther ~ t e r l a l ~ ~ r  "li~e"doris~tf:~~~lriit~'31t$le~~or~ 

ing'left. over fo r  sale, ; The area of fo res t  Grid %dpr6perl 
tha t  contain l e s s  than 10 fores t  land acres amo~~ l i t s '~@ le~ 
than 2 percent of the t o t a l  fores t  Land i n  smalu'h&icdings. 

-J. s, ., . a  A 
Therefore, it hasc limited a l g n i f  icance 

-. - - -. - ---- T 

The 23' towns #ere selected t o  g i t e  a '&presentation of 
different  fores t  types, d i f ferent  e n d s  of farming, fi'f- ; 
ferent kinds of rural  economy. These included a+a wily 
agricultural,  areas heavily dependent upon income, fxym summer 
residents and recreational v i s i to r s ,  areas fr&n lrhich people 
commute t o  jobs i n  sane nearby area, and areas highly,depend- 
ent upon loca l  wood-processing plants. No towns srith h i g n i f - , ' . a  . 

'- .,i ioant woodland area were included ( tab le  1). & &  . - -, 
, L C  L::>c;Z- esc b c ~ z h p n ~ -  7 9 . ~ . - , 3  3;;: fipifrr $ 3 ~  k . 6  7 * 3S 2 , r j  : . . .n=L?z~aezci2.~~ecqq ' +  f &Fzlo+ .z32 pnce.=-.~ :- ::; 3;174 ?-- 
~ ? G I  ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ e '  andr ;address: af ~.each gar& gf  <ll);, . acres +r+cmore 
of--fore&-Lancfh the- town , a s  fakeq -fir~rq t-& plh,r,;: 33 
bed' of dnte2;views with tarpn a & e ~ s o r s ~ - ~  bele-n, -:-and long7 
time, residents, t h e -  tax-record informa.tion._m-s8 expanded !o in? , 

clude occupation of -the owner, his a p p m a t e  age, acres :a, 
forest  land i n  the apparent purposes of' the  owner , I J ; ,  
i n  h o l d .  the  fores t  h n d .  A t o t a l  of 2,106 owners ' - fing - 

278,041 acres of forest land, were found i n  these-23 3. . * :. 

nits. 

and ( 

9, prim2 

e kt- 
If -' 

, . .- 
, \ * .  :,-: , y y ,  ; A  c .  . -  - ' - . ., . '_. . . .  c . y- 5: -; .= . .n : 4 - -  . - 44  .. 7 .  

. . . ~ I U  r . .  
- . .  . , . . . .. .,. - . " . .  .. . . .  .- . . . . ' .  . . - .  -.? ,T:J'::;.." . -":r -.- 

. - . .  A was then s e n t  bg. mi l  ... t p  epch oneof,* . . - . .  
these 2,106 owners of fores t  land. This requeste6.-.pfOqt,,. . 



1 Table 1. --Acrea~e o f  pr iv~ te  forest land as percent of 'total - 
s f 

-.s . 
-E-.-<- 7 2: 7 - r- . land area of the  23 New En&ind t&nd ' 

1 .  
. , 

r,tstA%n holdlngpath4 contain 10 or - mrs acres of - forest -. Jand. 

-- (.~- ? . - - . A .  

land; . . 

. - . - - . . , .C ' '?nc-> i - I - .  -' . , *  v - - -  L.... - L .Z"- t : ..-I 
- . T  

'- I- L- .. ,- .- &.. + - : I - g b i ~ )  ,M&i;-;n~ -ms-~  ~ , y z ~ , ~ & I z -  - ' L , ~ *  , 
tiin as" to how and =hen the omer acquired his ?orest - m e  

principal reasone for holding it, his present+ occupation, 
'whether pr not ?;rest products 'rere - harvest=d -fran::the'?l+nd 
d t h i n  the p a a t  10 years,' expectation of a such harvest:c.*ir& 
t h e  f o r e a t  land 'in t h e  next 10 yeara, - and eo forth."'~%t~@$ 

- . the  2,106 omera t o  whom . were . sent, -repubs 
were ' dceived from- 674 owners, or 31 percent; :._.. :;., . ':?.::.I:# . ~fszL'n 

. .- -,;>2.::, . ; : . - ". . (  , .. . * '  - 
.. ., I ... . . . . , .  . . . . .  \ .  - r .  ". .- .::.;:.. . ,. .:.- . .  -,... -. r :,:,::j, -.'eef ,&I 

. .  . -,: 
, . - , . , --. , - -  ;;. - '. ' . . .  . . - . .  .. . - ... ,. - ~ -,,,,- - - . "  , - -  . . _' . . .: . i ., ,>? t..i: ..,, -,.:te 2.: 

' .  Partly aa 8 .  check ' upon.%he . infomat i  on received :, .from 
the questionnaire respondents, but also t o  shed further Ught 
upon individual differences i n  owner attitudes, a further 
randm subsample of 50 owners was taken. These were inter- 
viewed personally. 

- , ... ,' ' 



The main objec t  of this was t o  g e t  f i rs t -hand impres- 
s ions  that would aid i n  t h e  i n t e rp r e t a t i on  of t he  su&ey - 

, Out of t h e  50 in terviews t h a t  were conducted, 3 2  were, with  q- ; 1 . . 
. . .<. 

er*s who had not  responded t o  the questionnaire..  -.J 

. . . . . . .  
; .E.  - T$ 

d-,r; :.: 7 LA? .q-w E.: r... . - .r.*R,:fp 
CI .3,\ 5~ir~w,;ir2~~5~z~+oc,ar, eh+ b t - ~  -,T: -27~: < c ~ \  it': 4$ 

. . - - rClrhet. ar :*~i- 1.6 .-+pnyp .?5nr,C .*me:'; r -n~ , *q  . . Y 

-w:rl;.r .HOW. -:..TH.EL~TPAESENT-~-OWNE..R.S:. . . .  CAh 
r ' L-": 

- " 
1 - . -. -: JCI: . y ~ p . ~  $ c  -_>T'z~. L ys%*-, ar,i o - -. 

. I N T O  POSSESS I ~ O N  -OF - F O R E S T  ,&j 
.. . . 

I 

. . - _  .- . . B e + ,  -,r,&l-! 

. , .The &anb by which p r i va t e  ormeis 'come ' h t c  
of small holdings of ,borest l and  has considerable . -- s lgmncance ,  
I f  a mah l ay~  'bu t  h a d '  ksh' t o  purchase land, .li& pmsumsbQ 
ekpects, t o  .. derive, gome %kind raf benefih from .?his acquis i t ion .  

- If ,' oh. the--other:  hand; hhe -. -. 1h - c&ee t o  him by ' i nher i t ance  or 
by' g i f t , '  he 'x&y 6e .content  t o  r e t s i n  passive ownership so  long 

.... . w a s  .... % ' the .-,--: ..I... t ax  -, burden+ji..-reasonably ..-. bearable and t h e r e  i s  some bmm- 
ise - ;Pi;'OTefiP ::.s;iBgd -~~5;iCcd;h-ec-&: 5e~8ahtj1e at: &- "3"" t e  . .& . ' 2 ~  , 

~ - T'ccr -,<'$$e;,,‘rT, :, -' 2: ... ' %-"" . . . . . .  ' " m - , ;  Cl.*'+ i h  8 m . 7  

. . . .  - -  . 
, - 7-, ..'. .. . . .  . & ....... . - ,--;-- .-:*.;, -- -.p-;- 

. . .. 4 - - .  . . -. - .:; .... ; ;- 1 ;-,-- -.-:.- '+r. .. - XL :.< j ::-. '~ . . . 
, I '  ' '  1 - - . . . . . . .  .. ::.".; -. .. .:. . t?,..' y:.- ,, - _ _  .. - , ..;;.? 

Th6 queationna-?=e d e n t t d  a l P  t h e  fcirestfhrrd :on 
asked for  an i nd i ca t i on  . - bf t he  means bg' ihi;h?*hef , . .  ..,.. lis;nd + ,  

acquired. -' Answe~s -were received f & 674 -0% $F-$ya3 
owners, "The d i ~ t r i b u t i . o n  ... I .. .- ..... of owners 'and :oftkcreage. eld, -.ac- 9 

-cordingPLb %h& -de& ,b 
- - , -.whi'dh ~~6;; :.a'&'idT& .- -, um- :: 

-marized?is .:fdlk&i i.L.LL',*,E.?cj .:::., f 1: .-fllzi! .& .  A . . , . . . ~ . : ~ ~ .  , - . .  : 1 r .I _ ,.. . , 
- . C , , '  . --  - .  .: . p;1.:x;f-?tt.~-.+-p : - ; : -pcli .+ -c  - . , .. .. ,. I r  a .-.A,-, ?:.T- . . .  . , ....:,_-. 

. . c  , . . . 
Acquisition by-- ' 

Percent Percent  of  . 

of owners acreake h e l d  

1. .. .p . - -  1.' i ' Purchaie, . - . . 
. - . 74.1 - ;. . - .  t.. A 7+? 

. -~-&f l  Inhe.ritance, , ; . - ,.i ; :. - .. . .- - . .  - .  20mo 
v......... .q,*cq= 

- -t:vA~f_no:Gifi3~,+ ,.. ;;A >:.s -;p : - , -7 , : - , k.5  ;71G.,r: ., . *  
- ..... .... iForeelbiliy of mortgege. - .8 'A: ;. :: 3 -5w Fd. .- . . ,\-  . -. 

, " - -  - .. 
7 '. c;t - . .* *& - -. 6- . :.? . 

- - 'ibl;Sorne ;other 'rnsans .'..- ,.;, ........ .,,Ti ..- ., * :.,-* 
. .6:c::7.27 ;f? . ... t . . . . . .  

, :-. <r.-.; ...... " . .  -. - - .i . . -  . .-. - ? - .  . --- ,,..-C--. 
. . 

The number. who acquired t h e i r '  land by prchase; no doubt 
includes a a- Kew persons. who orj-gipal1-g inheri ted an'6bdivtfded 
share i n  a property,and subsequc:ntly bought t h e  equity or-o ther  
heirs, However, this f a c t o r  i s  probably of & n ~ r  ikportqnce. 
The bold fac t  i s  that approxima1;elg three-fourths of t h e  owners 
and three-fourths of t h e  land Eicreage f a l l  in the acquis i t ion-  
by-purchase category. Practically a l l  the  r e s t  of t he  mners  
(24.5 percent)  acquired t h e i r  land by inher i tance  o r  by gift. 



' There i s  probably no c l e a r  dividing -Une- b a t k e e ~  r;neae 
two. Some people prefer  t o  t r ans fe r  property - %by ::gift rathep -:, 

. - *ban t o  bequeath it t o  t h e i r  heirs, who a o d d  not athemiae)  , 

. .  . . . . .. gain poesession u n t i l  a f t e r  the .donor -had died.+ :The .marked> 
. .. 

.. . - . f.. .- . disparity- between t h e  percentage -of owners .who .had obtained 
-their.Uhd.:by gift. (4,. 5 percent) an'd t h e  acreage involved (0.: 
perce$tj:gu&p&~ t h a t  Ap:.- *M& -.,.--..--, tmnsferi-id -by g i f t  arb us.Gq 

1. I n  &ry"&ll ~.hol&gs. : Transf e5 . w ,bf ?~~hd.s~~h~ou~hh.~drecloeurc 
of d o r t g a e  ' op ,$he, o~e.?-Gd+ i s  morek m e t  t o  i&olve 
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. . . - m a  i - t ~ + r o p ,  &it . . . is . u..r m k  ..,,.,a .a 
cmj, tht can be h a j & t e d  -&very par t .  o f .  evprg.:acre*va~ . .--- 
gear,' The the between 1 harvest cuttxngs on a small for:< - 

A :.:* , . properti 'depen,ds largely k o n  , the -&tensity of . s i lv i , cu l tG  , . , ... . -. .$. . 
t h a t  5 s  being 'applied. ::.-. A .;partial,:cuttiqgi{.e_i@ef by ?selected 
individual trees o r  ~ b ~ : ~ 6 I o ~ & s S  of -maturet.r~eq),je$",ri:yeac, .or 

. . a t  f i%'>ent int ervals ,Si is - -pkqt_i$a> -rj@;&re;a_s s2?h,breee. &Ed:w%g , 
- . stock, is - adequate .:and n g o r o & s L ~ ~ b q t  unf-or&p1$ie3y,,;lan-~rnuch of, 

, the.- small. forest ,holdings i n  New England, ;-these co td i t io&,d  
L ..-A ...-.-, . not occur a t  present. Under the p r e < a i l i w g ~ c t i c e s : i t _  $ 

necessary t o  w a i t  20, 30, 40, or even 50 years between harvest 
cuttings. :.. .;- :... =-: - - 

- -  . 
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' that are cgqstantly changing hands~'~rt$~ilof U e l y  . 
. .. . t o  get $ich;attentionLf ?rn the  forester  --a !s..sttiiiap&iita . - There- 

1. 

.. - of fore, foresi : ItT* . l ~ a  I s ,  impdrtan% ln 'ar . tot  hol&* ki& 's'&&kdi.kg t..p.xij ~h,rd~=l,j:.ist& . abp'ut; $h&-$6?c&trke - 
- - 
, . e r s u b  . - .  ' a& thb ,  , pert . __ entage' . .. . tht. , - &hgqs - . A  Kana$' . . . 'ra6her,=bf k 

....,. . , .+ , . : . .. , . . , r .- 7- - - . .- . . 
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, . , .. -.i-r-7.,... e r  
- sp'eci-fi+c studees .' ,'.' HdneG&> . It mtiri*;.pbskiblii' I n j  thi&%t,ud&? t o  

' ":' obtain a. rough' indidation of the5 le&h j o f .  tiinet that' Wpds- 
' .,. " eni;" _ *w&&' u v =  been holding thiir'; forest land.".'"Thib M o G -  

t i o n  +as, obtained' by asung each present.'ownerG t.6: G&cafiei.%%e 
period i n  which he f i r s t  'acquirkd forest l and ' l t i  N& E&l&nd. 
A response was obtained from 626 owners, with r e su l t s  that are 
summarized as follows: --. . . . .  . 

- i , , >j .: . 
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Land f i r s t  Percent : . . Percent of - :,j, 
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' 

acquired in-. -. of ownersr;.racreage held: I 
. -..-..* - - - . . - .  - . !? ..: d . ,. . ';r ;!'- st present, , r .~ ,  

?a35,3z - .  --: 

-* . . 
i -  . :  . . .  

. . , 9 1 - .  , '- - :- -26 ;'6 
: - - .  - .  Before - ,1918 , , -": I ~--.lS;6-.. .--' 304.9. - Statkd ' i n  anothek 'wnrag,-..2t, akpears that' one-third of  

present- owners beganL to--acquire kheiq present  holdinge sane 
or  more' year&! a@;- . ThL8 'group o f  owners now holds -ahst 1 
the t o t a l  acreage.*k'~t--%he lother-'elttr'eme a r e  42 percent 09 
present owners who began t o  acquire  forest lands witMn tl 
last 10 "years .I ..This g r 6 ~ ~ m & w  ho lds  29 percent o,f :the t o k  

" .t . acreage. a *- , --: - 
p - - - - P  - - -  * . *=-- 

- - . . 
.. .  More than half of the  t o t a l  fo re s t  acreage In.. small 

holdings i n  these 23. tan& .is owned by'persons who have bet 
holdng'-sbcx- p+op~rtJi . . l~r 56i$.tha*q36-y&r= ,- ';'m"B; faC%, 
course, points t o  one 'of t h e  fundamehd problems encountel 
i n  the development of programs fo r  promoting be t t e r  f o r e s t l  
'Changes in the. ownership of timber-lands - often bring -wit11 --I 
, s t  mng .Jmptat;ions;.to., l iqu ida te  the timber values. 

. - -  : . ~  . -.- 3 
- .  . .4 - . \  --  - .. 

. .  ..--, , . I  _ :. ^ .  4.i- . . 
' .  .;s1::,--. _.,..,,, . . . -  *- : . = . .  2 : + 
.-.----__.__.__ -__ _ - --  - - --- -- c + - .  ul 

t h e  
s 20 
lalf 
t h e  
le 
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- -  - - - . & . _ . I .  . - - , .. - - - - - - . - -- I.. - - .A __-. I-_.- . - 
1.: - - - * k  - P R ~ - s E N T ~ ; ~ ~ - N - E . ~ S " ~ ~  L' 

- - : P C .  > -7;:: . <.A . .  .... - .  ,.-. . - .  ,?:>e'. ,... - '.J 71';  
, ' . . $  .... ..-. - . . t ' r  :. -> *. -3.:;,:*x= - . . ' -  -- . , .A . .,:- l!Tm-r& 1. ...... 

? CL r .- . I .-i*f>! ,dC. . '- -,'.?!,:S.. ' 7  -- ..': p.lo-':*. ' L . v  
r ; '  ,- : , - - a  >..: -. V n - ? . . ,  . 

Informaticjri- pn -the,  &~Cupit&51-:s ta tus  oT t h e   forest 
land owners in th&6 23 to& mas d r q  frcq;two:%"$~~~':, 

. town assessor o r  &klectmanivho s u p $ ~ 6 ? l " ~ ~ & ~ i ~ d ~ r ; f o g n a t  ..... , .. -sU - .+." I 

when data were being taken from the  town;tax ro%l~=-:-.and .%he1'' 
questionnaires t h a t  were returned. -. It was t h u ~  possible,  kc 
check the  knowledge of the  assessor against t h a t  report& t . . . . .  t h e  questionnaire respondents. . ' . . I,.k. . . .?,. . ., 1 . - . ; .  ,,-..- - . . . . . . . .  

The indicat ions  a r e  that t he  assessors sr= weil  h- 
formed about the  occupations of the  landowners i n  t h e i r  tom 
Of the 674 quest ionnaire  respondents who answered t h i s  Ques 
t ion,  102 c l a s s i f i e d  themselves as fanners: the  town asses 
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. . . - . .. . . - - ,  , ~ o r s  had ,. ,.:-,* l i s ~ i j ~ - o f > h e s e  ---... > - -  *a,,.v&ikers. .,. . Those:-rho2 . ---- .. *.. classrU . 
: . theniselvss . a . % ~ . u s + ~ e ~ s ~ q d  ;prp fesp&@nal- eople_n&bered 204: - 
t h e ~ - g ~ s ' ~ s ~ ~ $ s  ; h $ $ ' - P ~ $ ~ ~ 9 $ ~ ~ f  = t ~ ~ ~ ~  ind3'&E cTaz; 'Th&''d&$ 
whoY'crafm&d to .b& Ghorers .  ' 6 ~  iilk?i.(iil'$'f-ions - add@ ~K'G!''' 
l l k t  . t h e  toin a < ~ e ~ $ o $ ~ T z ~ a  put;: 120 cate$-$y, 'i 'T'i;,: - .-,- 
gr&&st &scriiPa&;V 06curx-+ kith %$&t $0-. h~.~.seflvtSh : ;' - 
Those listing themselves 'in %~.s;o6cupa~iomLL .status 7&bered 
100: ' the' assessors':.hd listed:okiJy] 7 2  &lie- 
Actusilly these dif f e-rences are.;-not serious.: - - . . .  

. . . . - 

lous ewi 
-- 

-A$ t. The distribution sf- the;.fo*r~st-_land owners,and- ifo 
2 - 

Td:acreage- -by. m e r B s .  princim -;occupation phoynd in,:=blp 
?$ and. f&&-eL-72:31+ ThBi l i ~ t .  5 s  arranged -in: de<oen&pg L - c@er,ac-I . -.. ,,- 
. :cbrding :to t h e  .a'cr&age mfq fares$&~nd~awed 2 5  -:53::3 e - ' ~  

- - J A ~ + + € ~ r ~ . # & & ) ~ a B ~ &  
. - ,. A -  . . - .- 

) .-. -- . . 
:?.SF r 3 - - - - 

-. 
< a ' ,. S e-'t . .- -+-. LF,\ a- - * 
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.. - .L , *  ; . . . .  
L.+ra ,$ j -; ... f.'. .* . *-+ - -  . .. , .. . - - . - . -- - - , . .a . .- ,.. - 

- .  - -  . I 
, m . . . .  < 

, . . ".w."' '.--.c" ,. , - .  . .-- -.- -, r -, -... .v : .-! ,- . - . .- ' : *,. . .. .> - - 
+.  Table .2 , -~oares t - lad  acreaRe field. bi' v a f i o u s  occupatlona~"~ 

- 0  , . + . .  , - -  - .  .. , 
D~riz2C;' :~tc ?..:::.-.; :. emups in the 23 New ~ n ~ b d  tb+m-- 
- ...; :2-;. -.: .-:: . .. 

. .- 
. . ' - * . 2 . L -  T2,$:r;: ->,-..- , . .  . 7 .- . . ~  - . . -  

% - . . - -  . d  

.+*:..-* d . -.. . .- - . .  -?3 . . . . . - - .  A _ _ _  .- - .C i 

- .  . . * , , .  .. , . P .- :.7 . . : , .. ' : ,L -  .. :, 
. . ..d --,a ,-...-. . - . " 4  -9- " Average ,. , - .. 

~ m .b - ,I,- Acreage -. - size *f . -. -- ~cdtipatiomd. -up 
, owned I: -holding, '. 

. . , . -  ,. 
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Owners of rood-pa* p l a n t s  ; JSG &734 832 . 
~ u s i n e a e - p r o f e s j i o d  persona - 383 _--. , $lj-736 . 
Full - t ime farmem-' + 

- I  _ ' 

C. ' 
- 39b 32;561 

Retired pereons '-- - - u'4- 26,648 . - 
Labore~~-cl_e-f i f : ,~~ p y m a a  - - .La -- 5 ' , . 374 , -.: ' 23 ,@a. - . -, .. 
~ o u s e d v e s  .,,. . ,,- - -  ;,. % . ' 209 1 .16,859' 81 
CJubs _and ins t i t u t i o m  - 

,-* : 7 - - .  13 
- 8  - - '  

9,432 726 
Public ' u t i ~ t i e e  - 8,972 - - '1, l22 

-.Dealers i n  foreat lend ' ' ' 60 :. 8,824 (-?.-147,: . Y ~ , ?  
Uneettled estates : -.- + . 67 7,U5 cc--*106 r.. .-::*aw 
Ownera of r ec rea t iona l  businessI 37 55x58 : .-I:- 139,; , ?;. s, 
Students 9 1,047>, 
&&s and other financial u n i t s  ' 6 1,077 'lw - - 3 ; -  
Other i n d u s t r i a l  establf shrnents 7 587 -- .. 
Occupation unknown 2 U  18,873 - ., 

1 -  . . - - . -  - 1 .  - 1  

Tota l  2,106 278,$4l.'- - -.- .,. 
. --  -. - ... 
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acreage held.  They hbld 18.6 percent of t h e  land- and represent 
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? ~ r l. , . - I- . i 
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. - fy";. -'. . , .'f. :I.?:" pk'f . , . , . -  . f r  
< :. + : .,*'I-.-":" - . y y r q -  . . . . . . . .  a;, . . - -  '%c.~%.~r,?+ -3- .. 7 -  7 

e.y:G . {F,';: - , : . q;, -.. -..- .\ - . 
Figure 2. -:L'ess. ... ;-than .- one . .  '.fourth ~t , . , t l ie-  acshage. . , zs held' . : 3 - , . * 

. . . ri,l.: .: bypyne:k,of=m ~ng:ph&; .i, .a-..+..~ ~. 
', .. 

, - 
% --- ? ,  P. , 
> .. , :.-? , .::v ;. :: .- . , -. a: . -  ..- r . : . -. . ..... 1; 4 

;, -. ,- , * , . . . .  , ..,.-. .'..?T r...- -:-- , ."r, ..-< r .  . ........ . - #.+.:. :'=- y . , .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
, - i.'"' , - "  . " - F - .  . . .  . . '. . . . . . . . .  * ; ! . -  A,,-. L C  --., . ,.:,..... . - - 

- - .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , ?' - ..- ;. *. ,&&?". 
' .' ', < : . - .  ,., 

, . 
- . Almost 2kperct5nt of the:. f o r e s t  -la&dv'..in, t$&e: 23' towns - 

i s  -held by persons who 'make' thei r  'li*ngicby*. -'e-rating a saw- . 
mill o r  sdme . other  'Sind-' of - wkod-.processing' plint.. - While such 
owners number o n l y  79--less than"4 percent of ,the totah--they 
hold la rger  blocks of land than any other important class OF 
oiners  . The average wood-indus try holding conta ins  -e es 
of f o r e s t  land (table 2 ) .  
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18,l percent of t h e  t o t a l  number of uwners. The average ! 
i + ~ g  by members. +.of_ this :occupat&onal.,, clase c o n t i n s  .-. a@u! 
acres- of f o r e s t  larid ( tab le  2). '' -- ' 

. ' >.' ..-1, 

. . , ,  + ~a.~.-:..*3i XL.-?~G ~ ~ ~ ~ + ~ t g ~ ; ~ q . ~ q ~ ~ ~ p ~ r j r  -2 c g - m x  1. 
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..*..c.- .-.I. . '. : ' 2  ' A  ,- x .  . ^ .  V d- - ' 

-:*? +&,. . mi,::'::; - : .-7:%7 ' -e ,. . , Y e , ! -  . 
- Persons who -reg& !t?a'd& as- thex; prilieipu 

t i o n ' % ~ ' e '  thirdglace:>n>e<c%ntage 6f ' fo'rest-'hk~eage heAu. 
Their- holdings rG+&-efent.ii.-b t i&~~~$  p r ! ~ ~ , ~ ~ e ~ ; - : " b ~ t  'kf;eJ 
number more than l8..:pLg,rqent :.al.~:;pyfie& ,- 3~_er,aYerage : fan: 
holding contains 82' acres. pf:fore.st> Jadd ( tab le  2) .' - '  

. ' 

',, : r . . . - -, - . . 
Y:>' & .  . 2 .  :p-q y. , - - , '  

. . - . .  - A -  - t A - .  --. .._ .., 3 .  - t* 
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This i n d i c i t i b r i  t&t+ ~<&JT. 11.. 6 percent of t h d  fore: 
land in ,holdings of 10'. %* 5 ,m is helal%f ~ g ~ ; s ~  m h  
rega-rd farming as"'the1r ?'' principa+:occupation point&%o: t h e  
need for reconsidering t h a t  fo re s t  area t h a t  has beC class$- 
f ied .-... as7.f . +& - - . - *.- n o o d l a n d g . I n d  -#. . ?:&on --... 1 ik6-  rYL.. ~%$Ghniij ... 
w%'&re-.land has s e n  going out  .of. E'intiyation and out  of-;.:.^ 
as,pasture and c a n g  back inlto fo.rest,. there  .,-- dpparenbly . . . a1 
lgrgel areas  of land t&t meet .the  ensus us Bureau7 5 , aefil&tiorl 
of a fa*, but are not being operatied by:persop,:who ..regard 
farming, a s  t h e i r  p r inc ipa l  occupa&.ion.s. -.-..* , ,  I n  . .. -21' of ' the 23 
toms: it was 'possible t o  make. a 'dikect, ~cbmp~ri's'onn;. of tl 
farm woodland acreage as reported by the - 1945 Census.&, c 
Agriculture and the  farmer-owned fo re s t  * I . <  area . o f  10 ac*s'&r ~ - .  A.t.,.-. 

more &s disclosed by the present ' survey. .The- r e s d t s  are ,s 
follows : b 

. :. ': 7. : .  , - ' - ; , . , , .**.  
I 

.. . - .  . -  . *' .r - -- - .  . . 
P S y!"??: - - .- -.-., l ,  i . 

- -  . 
?rtrf".?l :f 

. --. - .  .. Acres . 
x'i+tar r -- T*$. ---. 

"Fam woodlandu acreage acco rd ing  - -  - - ,. .- , -9,- - - -- --- -- 
. t o  1945 Census of 4Agriculture 

.,-,-. - a -- . 70 8 8 K - '  - - *..% . z. 5?Fl<l~.:>+<&.82L - -  " +< -a*:-; - " -  , . 
; Fanner-oxned fo re s t -  land i n 7  hoXcT~- ?: -<I p 

ings  t h a t  contain 10 acres  o r  more, - ? - : - ,  
- - 

: .  - according t o  'present' survey ': 
7 -  L +  

: . .- - 32,059 
b ' r  

- ~ ~ ~ a ' r e n t  acreage of ltfann woad~and" ,'. 
. i n  farms owned by persons: who- 'do .-- - -  -._' E .*T - -- . . ' ; * '  

' - -  not regard farmirig aB t h e i r  prin- . - ;-., . s, 7 3: 

cipal occupation, and i d  farms tha t  7 - <.. .. . , - 
contain l e s s  than 10 acres of for- - .  , - 
est land. 38,827 - % *  

I '  
I , 

THIS IS NOT A N  I M P L I E D  C R I T I C I S M  OF THE CENSUS D E F I N I T I O N  OF A FARM. HOWEVER 
I S  A REMINDER THAT THERE ARE MANY FARM OPERATORS WHO D ~ P E N D  WON SOME OTHER OCCUPAT 
FOR T H E I R  P R  I N C l  P A L  SOURCE OF I N C M E .  

, : '  



.I. occu: 
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It t h u s  appears that only about 45 percent of the "farm - - 
a _ 

i woo-&landv9 acreage i n  units of 10 ac res  o r  more i s  in: farms t ha t .  * :. 
are now being .operated o n  a full-time basis. .'~he-?&her 55  per- 

C cent i s  appa ren t ly ; . i~ .Sam that conta in  less#thafq$(! acres of . 
6 -; *-. 

woodland o r  in!'brksuiiiioke '&n& look'to +'s&e h e r  occupa- ; 
t iGn as- ,their $hie? Bource io,f livelihood;- ?%ere= i s  eyidence i t h a t  the h a b i t  o f  th~ngdfal'l_"f6rin'-k0odl-&rnLd~o*$r~~~ in 1 
terms of t h e  fanner  who can &xves&-omtnef::cia~ $ ~ m b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d u c ~ s  i 
f m m  his  'mn _wa@s-during the phen c~the~;'-'fkrm work b $ 
slack needs some m o & ~ ' c " a ' ~ 5 n L . ~ i ' i 0 f a ~  as Hew Fnglandrii+con'- i 
cerned) because mone,_than -half; bf-"th'eaUfaxni aoodlqd" :is .ap-.. 

' 

# I  
parently mned by persons whose p r i n c i p a l  occ'upation'is sc 
th lng  other  than commercial 7fad'ng,-  o r  is i n  farm woodla! 
units  too small t o  produce-much more. than the-tim5er ~ m d t  
needed' f o r  home use. . . ' - ,  

i" -..q 5 *b----7J+ ' ..** * I  '.._ _ -- ; !*> ,f * .  **+.- . - b - ..--, "%-, .4 ' - - ' .  1- - y  - 4, \:-+ - * * 

* . . -  -x*-.A&3.ttleewmor,eAhan half (53.8 percent') of ' t h e  f a r e ~  
land in- smZU holdings i"s"hel'gb.y ThF&e%ckttpational -grouk, - : - - - - - 

:- 
owners of wood-using pXai~ts, kusinsss .and professim&.people, I 

*%.%*,> , 
and fuh-time farkers. NN& in-rank, i n  o$de;df ac reagek  
held, are t h e  r e t i r ed  perso&, lab&r%?cs .id ~ler5-ca.l;~eopls, i 
housewives, clubs and institutions-, pubuc-. utilities, ,and -2% . ! 
dealers i n  f o r e s t  l a n d  and st.impage. Othex-o l o ~ l  c 
p r i e s '  are of minor importance. - , _ . 

; c .  - 3, p,*:, q~ . ' 
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of owners by principa 

classes is shown ' in .The ,first 6, ca 
ber o f '  owners (74 percent) also 'account fog most of 
e s t  land-78.7 percent. 

- 4  . , , r  + - - - h ' r -,  + -  -. - ,, - U- - -  
-- : # '  ?-* -12 ?-=?it ed$ 't .*,-qmq ST r:3. . . . . . - < b e  -, 

Public programs -pf 3 f o ; r _ e s t r g r g ~ ~ d ~ ~ a k 1 0 n ~  
technical advice f o r  owners of ~ l ~ w ~ o ~ a n ~  hzldings ha1 
thus f a r ,  ,beenadesigned chiefly to meet the .needs of the  i,,,. 
er and the thb& opkr?to.t'or. -. ~ d . i h e s e  23 New England. to& 
these t w o  groups 5 %old*'6nly ab-dut 35' p&cent of .the fore5 
land acreage i n  small prdpert,i=s.. . It- t& $pears t h a t  t l  
major e f f o r t  t o  encourage b e t t e r  f o r e s t ry  of smal l  forest 

l 

ings has been - .  concentrated'on about one-third .'of the tar@ I 
4 .  - + 

7 .  2 - I - . .  . .- 
-, I .  -. -:..- W T  - -. 

- - . 7 y ' - y  p ,  - -yd  I 
- .. + 

7 _ . r  cT-- 3PZ . .M.? 
1 
I 
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+ --, .v CJ =. 
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EXCLUDING THE FARMERS WHO HAVE LESS 10 ACRES OF WOODLAND. ,-Tr z 
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>. . '  

0fhi7mLstria1 establishments . . . . . .  7 -  q,,;-,. - . . ? ., .I, - . -  ' .: . .. . 

I . - .  . -  ...... ,. .... 
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About two-thirds (64 o< the foretit land' held'-..+; 

by the owners of wood-using p l an t s  i s  now i n  possession of .- 

those who began t o  acquire such land p r i o r  t o  1918 (+Able 3). . 

O n l y  5 percent of t ha t  held by the business and professional- 
group is held  by similar l ong - the  owners. Labo: rnd 
cler ica l  persons are a l so  i n  the class of camparat: ,+ -- :. 
comers. 

d 

: . '..b.,Y? :..r :tL.,3, : 
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Table 3.--Distribution of forest acreaRe according t b  p ~ d ~  

.'. - - = - which the present owner f i r s t  acquired folvsZ 1 x 7  . - - - -  - - -- - . -  .-  . - 
L --,- 0 c c ' J p a t i o ~ l  R ~ U P B , w , , -  - -, , . , . .b- ,*-#. :*- 1- 

I -- '4  - - .  . * 

-.. -9:r i3'fi;,--m11- e l r .  . J 

. . * t .tee L--- --2. . - - - Period - , - -  of f irst  acqulsi . i - -- ? - - -  . 
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1918-29 
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- ' - --- 
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- a -  -. 
1 - 4 ,  sr *-L*p*tm : - - I .  .- , * 
. --->: .:---- -. -- 4- - Percent of kcre.ine*nb;sheld !k# - " - - 
h e r s  of wood-using pla?ts - 1 5  B 6 4 ,  : 
Business-professioml persona A - i10 .- .- -22 - 1 ~  "'32 

'1 . ?ul~-time famera , 
5 

, , ' 1 8  - . a  15 i -26 7 
'Retiyd persons ; . &'. A. - -, ' - 6  7 39 .. .- . . Y -9 - -  
:Laborere-cleri~al persons ' . 22 22 - :,, :18 .?:. 

' Housewives . -'> F*  : r x 216, , r : . P ~ r - - . ~ . - 3 4  - 137 
Clu6s and in&itutiom -" -- - "- I 

C .$  - 98 - ! :'P~ibl'i' u t i l l t i d s  7 - - - - .34 
Dead- in fos3t la& -".-: - L. = . 5- 3 Y.:7&6' *c" 6:B . - ' U ~ s e t t l e d  e s ta tes  - .- - . 3 P~- . - j  * * -  _ ---. .: G1-5.6 1 * - *- 
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- 
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*L:Jz~~ - . 7:: :r- AGE,;-DI;STR-I$UT.~l O,N- .- -.. 
03 :f --,-;:? q . - 4 . : ~ c ; .  :,,. . ,:\ . I . 1 : -2  I 
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-D? E J O S . " . F ~ ~ , " ~ ~  i~ $*7sr?:a 9aof 4 br:: , . - .. <.' 

+*?T,- .  . . rf&e"&ne; 1 b*a&m+Q&tjt w6 
- kh@.* his  at;.- 

, 
7 .  

t i t u d e  'toma&: f o>est mmanag&n+, ; : O&&T 2h Bonveka - a- 

\ with owners of small forest hol&lngs;-you hear this in: 
"Of, C g F e ,  thber7sdnd improvement irWe8tmnts aI= u = v ~ r a + ~ -  
ble;- but' wG- shbula' - b * . -  1^'doeakLQf that*  s6rtybf -2hirng On for- 
est I&&? - 1; am now tbb- old't&-g&t ang bbnefit  from it JtW-7 - - - +.'.a _ . ,. t*- :,:. ' - -" -& I . - -  - ;,n. - .\ .I -')-- 

...A, - - 2 ." lifetime;'" : - ..--- * :: I - _  . . * * 3 . -  - ..-._ I 
C .  _ ..L_ . " P  

, - - - -.  - - .. . - . - *L - 

- B~ of thk anmers -to the questionnaire iind in- 
formation obtained-from the town assessors, it was possible 
to make an age-class distribution of 1,569 of the forest-land 
owners (table 4). 

' - '  

, 89 . 11 -7 .. 
Banks-Snd at* iiru;rCial- r m f t r p  64 - 

7 ,  - , -- 6 
Othe_r 'ind,&t$al estabUshilents ;?1 5 
Dccupition unkn"- - + l b  27 1 - - -  e --,.- - - - - - - - 

. - 
A U  groups - - 15 ' 22 zu 3 

\ - - . . 1 . -  
I - - -. 
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Table 4.--Aee dis t r ibu t ion  of persons owniw-forest { 

, , ' . - in t h e  23 &&ma;'-by o c c u p a t h ~ %  g ~ o i  
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3 oc- ,. 
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For- 
owns 
... . ~ 

. .?. ... 

' *  - - .  
-..* .-.+ - , - - - -4 --.-- - -̂ - ---w-C: ' ' 

- - %krs whd6F6g( 
4. . -,,- 

? .  . - - Occupatio,nal group--- .. - - - - - - - y d 7 - ,  W 1 :rnr s o .  * ,  _ 40 LO-59 over 
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- A  ,. ., * ' 
- L. r ,  r - -  . ----- '- - -  - -~~~~~-- t+~r , -=~: . -Percent  Percent Percent Numb 

" - J - *  - 3  4 - .-.-: %'+ 
r 5- - 

Omhers of :wood-usiflg plants .17 -63. t 20 
Bu$ine~s-~rof essional persons' ."m - 8' 7 7 * 15 

. Full-time 'fanners: -. 3- a .,. 
-:+204w-,LJ3 27: . b t i m a  pg+&3..F4 ; 7 -- 5 ~ t  kg5 

' La@rer,a--clerical' persons''- - *.a I 62 ..: ::,$6, 
hio%-&v& - 1 4  52 -4.4: 
.Dc&ilers :in @reet~~and. ,. ...- 67 % - a  2 2 8 '  - - ' : Omera of recreat ional  bus 

g-~~r*-s~g*-g*g*g***-9)- t? 
, - - 'E 
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. 4 * A 1 1  gmW , .* 55-' 
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L > . . . *. . ,:>. 1 

-&-- - - - - - . - 
7 , - - * 3  - n -  -,* m, :*. * ,  - - .  

-.c '.. 
1 
A 

t ! .. % 
7 .  : - '.*- *E-..'.d - 4 . - 2 Y 

- , , . ( h e r s  ~ h o , ~ a r ~  ,6O years of age and older  mah. up . I 
7 -1 I perc'zkt of  the  tot&& numb& ldf mneks . r w e p t  f o r  " r e t i ]  I 

personst' and $hosq, c b s s i f i e d r ~  fLh~userrives" - , .- there  i s  n( I 
undue con&i%ka't!fon of' &nt?rs in: th'd %ldest 'age2&oup. 
mnershlp of fo re s t  i land by persons under 40. bsrnot.  very corn- 

% 

mon 'except f o r ,  owners of wood-using -plants; farmers, lab( 1 
L era: kcl'edca.1 persons, and those engaged 3n d s c e l h e o u :  

1 .i 
&pati- We&wg.Lges,s p , q f _ e s s i o ~ - ~ ~ ~ p l e 5 ~ ~ 5 f ~ ~  nIL ' 

e a t  && w?; eqtrF4f.e,d2 fh3s&J!$?L<@e~r~~~~t~ - -. 3d 9: 

:z:P?:.33. ."x';3 ?.*:! t'CY ,w&~..+ ;EF"C? .T'fiq-- 2 :  "yqz'rr= ;,;;w 
- ~ ; Y L z ~ T  -7s ~,q?~.rtp_px.~-k f ~ ~ , ~ ~ y ~ . ~  3y;;fg-7p'fT2f , r L.- ';;3 

1 
1 

-7: : q y U n l i k e  - i_ncEvidu@sj,&hq 8 p R I  ofri corporations i , ~  - ,.- 1 

n& rsub jeci.. t: p9&"s"si-wl;,~_tati,0~1C Lt+en$Yallyi'' t hky  
1 

formulate and carry out  polic'les continuous'ly w& many3 gen: 1 
erat ions  of stockholders. - I n  these 23 towns, there  are 93 ' 1 

I 

corporate owners of fores t  land. The ' average holding for  
t h i s  group i s  $35 acres ,  but 7 of them hold more- than 5i000 
acres  . Their.. total hoTdldlngs add up t o  28 perceht, of the j 

e s t  land. These .tend, of coursk, t o  .. - concentrate - .. --,- in . the  t *- , 
t h a t  are most extensively forested.  -i.' : - - ; ?  . . - 



Table 5.--Number of ccrporate ownen of Torest land end acreage 
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, - ';..P$-& 

-* r . .,- t-,-: v-"- 2 i 
' - ~ c t i v e '  i i t&es t ; i n -  the improve men^ of a f o r e s V  property 

by i t s  owner v,qis hardlp, feasiblk unlesi  the owner is, able t o  
visit it occasionally,'and keep himself - persomUy.'~~o&ed 
about its condition. . A  l a ~ g e  pa r t  (65 ,percent) of f h& ;forest- 
l a n d  onners i n  thk~e'23~ t b i m i  reside e i t h e r  within the *.--.. town -, 

where t h e i i  f o r e s t  land i s  i b = a t e d  o r  i n  one of the adjplrung 
t o m s .  Absentee ownership of thkse  fores-t l ands  i s  aertainlg: 
not-  so prevalent as might be expected ( t a b l e  63.' L L . '  

i w-$ 

- ,  , ?  -. 
Only 8 percent of the okners live outside ~ e w b n ~ l a n d  

I 

Another 10 percent live within New England but not i n  t h e  same 
S t a t e  i n  which t h e i r  f o r e s t  l a n d  i s  located.- -- - - - -  ." --  -- - 
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l ands  f o r  recreational purposFs, and . a n  addi t ional .  - 3 percen-c, 
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The problem i s  somewhat mitigated by t h e  facr; m a t  . * ' -  - --__ - I 

l a r g e r  holdings are more lIkely t o  be in th6 hands of those- * -  

who a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  timbCr values; althdugh,' 'of ~ o u r s ~ , '  , 
not necessar i ly  in continu4us yields  i n  a ~ c o ~ r d k c e  with 
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3 

. I 
, -  . - : : r  

The 100-~&kknt  fnt 'erest  .in iimber .values applies;€ 
t o  owners of vood-?using plants:. O f  t h e  rlill-time famik~-$, 65 A 

percent have a similar interes t .  About h a l f  of t$elbuslness- ., 
professional gmup and half of , the l a b 0 r e ~ ~ c l e r 5 c " a f ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ a y  . , 

they have.an inkerest -In timber. Oni3.about' one-t!$r$ of 'all .= ! 
- - - t h e  '&st ~f .the &nets '&phasize. this 5rrter&t .' ~?r~k~eJ ; i  

. the owners. of wdod-using pinn-ts and f ull-time-'^falahers ; aU 
occupational grbups spreid t h e i r  i n t e r k s t s  p r e t t y  w e l l  akz 

, 

t he  board. ~ i t E  the qexdeption of the-owners of i ~ood-us in~  I 
plants, a substantial .percentage seed t o  have an  eye on U 

- speculetive possibilities of .forestjlaKd ownership--the " 

chance t h a t  they may be able t o  *sel l  l a t e r  at:a higl -ce. -' 
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cording t o  t h e i r  reasons fo r  holding such  land whe. I 
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ered i n  .respect &a age of owner or means of acguis: 
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the' three southern S t e t e s -  t h e  forest-products 
ra ther  inadec but. t h e  d S n h ' y o r  wooded 
t o  U@e d i l t  11g i n -  ?-&by indusEr. I 

t 
t strohg. ' . ' '4 I . *  .. . 

_1 

I 
. - 

some- nt 
7 ' 

id- I 

shows 
-63 , 

land E 

ial con 

- F 

it is I I s  , D W U ~  way; i~congruous t a  @peak of owning 
e s t  l and  b s  residential-purposes. One does. nbt noma3. 

3 <- .- 
?? more ehan on$ icrepor"flo,of: &,nd ,fbr purely res ident ia l  p 

poses. Tx;, s ~ ' ~ h a ~ ~ e n s - ~ i n  Neff Englanq , however, that aband 
ment of land for a ~ r i k z ~ t u r % l 4  pses has b e e s  i n  progress f o r  
s long --time,-- Mearhhile :i&st-r5a3-eonanunit'ies have been de- 
v;elopiag,,-d ;ly&t;e~C1p-~e- fleen improving.. and the automq; 

. bile tias '$iaae.-it, - ~ ~ a s % b l e  for-,many pmp'le, who work i n  cities ' 
tqms t d  idat3 &heir p ~ i $  of j s ~ d e n c e  i n  the 

Hany of thk farm & i t s  rio03.0nger_used for' ,c&ercia 
tu re  haa reasonablg good bdldi~?gs  dhat c q g d  be bo 

.:+long .with t h e  who@ place, f o r  a piice that, mas mu 
- 1 than mas'required ho buTld a poorer house ih c i t i e s  
Tiageti. Otm wit.3 larbr incomes fcund t h a t  they!/& ...., 

could a f f o 4 '  t o  o& a "+untd placql' 60 us'e for a s w e r  
ho6e--or perham ; fzr a hCnting,cainp., The exodus of f a m e  
gf? the l a n ~  G2 -dSus be';n'pa$tLa~y o f f  s e t  by a counterm 

- ment of urban 'dwewers -&to tKe c ountryside and i n t o  
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wooJs. Many of, t h e i r  land 'holdings a r e  i n - t h e  units 
have come .down fi.& t he  .old pa t te rn  of farms and wool 
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Going even' further k t h  thb-' analysis, it' 
t o  say t h a t  mork than half {f thk forest-land* acre 

- 1 -  

. . . .  - percent),$sch@d ? by. less than 8' ~ ~ e ~ n . ~ f ~ > t h ~ ~  f or  
. onners. A syit&tLtld efFor$ t;oa$ma%e and aaslsy," = - t la. r- 
ativelg--&all ntqber70g for s t  would go'a lorig WE 

nard gekkim bet%:?= -(ore*iTg onfp p r g e  Mock of, t he  for 
larid i n 4  sdKLl'3onKrhg~.' d s  gene+ consitision a m e r  
: farm wood+ds fbY a<  muc$ a t  'to.-small. f b r e s t  h&ldi@s 
- I i  

general. The. Censu's -of ~ g q c u l t u r e  1945 shows thati 81.1 
cent  q'f the '  t o t a l  woodland acreage -in the  six New ISnglar . . 

, +. stat* =asdin.  t h e  1%-&re-$nd-larger farms.- These farn 
. - number ,only 35 pe,&e*t_of. t? total of New .England" s far 

,+' * . , ( t a b l e - l ~ ~ - ? k ~ -  . ? , A -  !;-. --., -- . .  - - - . J 
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- .$ Those farms 
. "  7.6 percent  df the' 

oneb fhat cGntaiq98;4 
acreage. put  i n  other 
of New ~ n g l a n d '  s'fab- 

L' importance i n  respect More than:q0 g 
cent  of the  - farm po,odland a+ea& i's i n  50,000 fahe.  'pv 
ha l f  of these' (ac'eording t o  , the  inhications frob th&$iT2 
t o m s )  may_-be-owned by persdns who make t h e i r  lib@& i n  some 
other  occupation. .l'hese -fa& explain why N k r  ~ampsh%!!e and 
Vermont; the  t w o  Sta tes  that  have ser iously undertaken,tgF! 
provide .technical assisiance t o  small woodlihd owne+s, have 
found it nebessary t o  e x t e d  t h e i r  service t o  all s m a ~ i  fbod- , - 
land owners and not t o  limit! it s t r  t l y  t o  farmer-owded ) f o r  . 

e s t  holdings. - 
I I 



Table 10.--Distribution of forest-land a c r e a p  and forest-land 
y-? - Z L  - -  r - ,  

r. - .--- - - . - ownera i n  the 23 New EngLand t m n s  accardiw 'to -size- 
, - ' l h L ' ; t  2. . c . , i,. e l l <  

I _ I -  I 

- "  

Cumu 

I 
I i-. 

I A= Percent 
p- - ---. - -*a . - --. - +---- - 

-: ... 5 , 0  and, over1 -̂34,292 - - - -  0-L 19.5 ----- 7 ~ - 2 , 5 0 0  -to -4,999 y;.43,277. 4.8. 24.3 
, - f l,ODO to' 2,499 7 30,195 lo- 9 - 35.2 

- -500t.0999 20,838 ao 7.5 42.7 , - , ,; ?>. ,.2$0 ro.499 , , ; 33,691 4 r 12.1 ' . 54.8 
. - - ~ m t 0 - 2 4 9 , ~ .  -qi Z;U; ..- , 23.8 - ._ - 21.3 - 78.-ba 

\-. . .& 1 , . *  - , - ~ - 5 O t b 9 9  
5 - . 34,u 91.1 

10 to 49 - =  . . .  24,765 100.0 [ * ;  . . 1 e l . : "  .- . -. - - - ' -  , 

Number ! - .-~..-h .- 
- 8 

Percent 
--. -+- 

i 19.5 

these t m n s  there  rere no nnmw nolourqg tnat contslnea-more - .- a 

I . " b - 
. -  - ,, L.2-- ..- . . A -  . q  

' - - - -  ... .. - T i b e  ~ l - ~ l s t d b u t i o n  5f Ia~m-wc I of famn 'ln"al14 
i * --., .- c- , F 1 . - -  I... ' 

I " '  .- - , - ;,, ' of the  A m  -land D T s r e n  oy s~ee-01-farm c h s s  -=q -' 
. & >  ^ -  r -1 

- .  - - .  

.I... . . . .*. -- -. 

:ham ant 

' < < - ,  
- 

I - - -  - -:- - A c 'a. - . . ". ..A . - . - entage d i s t r l b u t i a  
f .  --- 
. -- -- Si%c-of;fam 'i Pam -Farms - - Q S  .dlsss (acres) - ; wwdlsnd ' 
f c~-;- 7, - ,= .-- . -A,- , =  
! ." 

By singls claasea 

' Acreage 1 hlul , ' 
. 'Cumu 
1 - 

*;page 1 

. . ! - 
. ' - 5  .- 

-.. -- 
I - -  -- 
1 .  - . , 
r , -  -- "- - - 

--.a 1--C - 

- ! I  
- - . - " A- - Number ~ a r c e n t  Percent Percent rercent - . + ' - . < . . 5' 4 -. . 

0 .2 . -  : k5 0.2 . l p m a i - i i  31U00, . -%I- 1 .5  , 
!X)0"GM - -  803,626 .$,Yi9 - 131.6 

-260 to &99-, lr549,7i'7 - 8,982 fi.3" 6.0 '38.4 ' '- 7.6 , 
1 0 0  to,259* . , 2,9829053 _41.,229 -- . . S- . t 81.4, 35.7) 
f l t ow‘ ' '  - 1922,628 - +  2 9 , W  I 94.7 ' 54.9 
-10 to L9 - , 3559799 + us619 - >.A 99.8 82.6 
"Less than 1 0  / -  ' 13,197 26,084 ' ; ;2 r r . 4 , .  ¶00.% '103.0 

- . - -  i'* -. . - - - -  1 - 
a- -- -- ' 7> ' , j  

1 .  

. - - - T O -  ;~6,39i&O ;110,3li ' im.b 100.0." :' 
. . . I  - .  . - -  -- ' lchnsfii bf ~ ~ c u l t u r d , '  1 9 4 5  glvea %hi %&ve breakdown ok woodland 

4.- 

acreage-by size-of-farm class,.-.It does yt, unfortunately, pi\-e the  n y b e r  
of l a m  containing woodland by aim-of-farm e lass .  It i s  a feir assumption 
that  most of the farms of 100 acres  and m b n  contain some woodland acreage. 
Many of the smaller ones, however, do not1 The t o t a l  number of farms that  
reported woodland acreage naa 104,743. 
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There are, of courke, rather dramat% local valiiations 
in t h e  size-of-holding pa tern.  The percentage distribution: - 
of forest  land acreage in each of ' the -23' towns covered by thc t - ,~resent_sumeyis shmn in table712. -- -- - - - - -. 
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, Towns mi th  t h e  higher" perceqtage of Grid: i n  largbk 
1 I holdings include Kingfield and Amherst in-Mafnef S todda rd  i n  5 ,  . 
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New-Hampshiye; .and Haneock, &anby; a n d - ~ e s t f i e l i  i n  Vermont.. 
i _ .. All. of these  -are on the f rlnge of; $he*,extensive f o r e s t  ,area,. 
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The percentage of owners who expect t o  harvest p r o a u c ~ s  rrom. 
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t h e i r  properties i n  the next 20 years is-'considerably less: 
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Past experience and future expec 
'In-hand;_ The owners of  wood-Using p la  
.- P & ~ & s  look forward with s u ~ s t ~ ~ t i a l  
c u p a t 5 o d ~  gmups take a- rather  ,a view of: the posqibi l i t ies  ' f o r [  harwests of .$brest  prb+ta from their own forest.  hpldiiig, 

- On& pl~inclpal-reason h3+ o f  co~mse-,+.th8t. many of -thev 
t l k s  haGe be& virtua'lly stcipped of. desirable ~ r q w l l l g  &oc%~- 
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.-.1t i s  clear tha t  a great mny of the small woodland . 
owners -hold. the i r  properties over long periods of t h e  with- > . .  . -  ------ . AT. 
~ u t  cash - income-f --.-- rom -- -the sale  of fores t  products or evbn ' in- 
c&er in  the form of fores t  pmdnots harvested fqr the owner's 
b e r s o d -  use.,;&?n ~ p r t e  of thib; 6kiy 20' ~ ~ k & t  bf th=Yorm- 

I. 
e r s  were t o  ,- 'sari t&t .%he~'i.~ fo'r'g~k $ko$ei-tY. l'sy a f i -  
nancial''lia%iQtY. S o m  19.percent gave ko- indi=catlo? if 

' -.  t h e i r  - feelin&. a%out tli'e financial states. bf thar .-a for~&rol ,-.,+ ' A  

- ert1es.- -It i s ,  ent i re ly  possib1e;th'at irdny of t h h e  peop;e k. 

. f e l t  <that the; bueuestibn of whethef the  , prdperty-is -i-fifinHncia: 
asset  o r  Y a b i l i t y  was not of prunary importance -tortfie 
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any rat&, t h i s  question was conspicuously ' l e f t  ;unanswr 
many respondents. Those-who took a positive-s'tand -. ?. C i by s,-_, - 

t h a t  t h e i r  forest property i s  a finahcia1 asset  ma - .  
-percent of t h e  forest-land owners. ?.,---- - 

One more strong piece of evidence tha t  f&?ial 
h . ducements are  not the all-important fac tor  i n  the  hqldi 
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small fo re s t  properties i n  New England i s  the*,  

. . .- . rajx:,of a ?  .*a .tax .- -- delinquency. .-.-.- I n  w e  23..ta~'<E;~:tG - * ,  
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- bneir  forea t  land for t+T&ber .pr&ct$on goes a l o  
rH explaining: t h e  lack of concern. about. the  &na 
nal~?do&hds,. -%k .majority of ,  these  geople-loo 
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These f ac t s  
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The challenge calls f o r  extending the scope o l g u ~ u e  

and pr iva te  fores t ry  services and educational ' e f fo r t  so tk 
they w i l l  more adequately reach t h o s e  persons a h o k  occups 
t i ons  l i e  outside the  wood-using indus t r i e s  and , $ul l - t irne 
farming. It ca l l s  f o r  added a t t e n t i o n  t o  laws con1 
taxat ion and 'cutting practices.  The recent 1949 -. t a x  

cernirq 
l a w  ir 
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I T  I S  COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THERE I S  GENERALLY YER* LITTLE LAND-TAX DI 

rn NEW ENGLAND. . 
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