
 
 
 
 

June 25, 2010 
 
Dear 
  
Here in New England, more than three-quarters of all woodlands are owned by private individuals and 
families. There is no doubt that these private owners—including you—are an integral part of the future of 
the region. Because of this, we are interested in learning about your experiences in caring for your 
woodlands. 
 
While many researchers at the Harvard Forest in Petersham have a long history of studying forests, we are 
starting a research project about how people think about their woodlands. In particular, we want to better 
understand the decisions people have made about their land. Where did they get information? Who did 
they rely on for advice? Were they satisfied with their decisions, or are there things they’d do differently 
the next time?  
 
Our intent is to better understand where landowners get information about woodlands. This is important, 
because the results of this study can help inform the ways landowner outreach programs are designed.  
This is where you come in! We are surveying woodland owners asking about how they decided to do 
something on their land, and who they may have talked to beforehand.  The survey should take no more 
than 30 minutes. You are one of a small number of landowners chosen at random from your town’s 
property tax roll to receive this survey. In order for the results to be truly representative of landowner 
attitudes, we are counting on you to please complete and return the survey.   
 
While the survey asks you about yourself and other people who might have assisted you in the past, your 
identity, and the identities of anyone mentioned in your survey, will remain anonymous once collected. 
The important part of this research is the types (e.g., neighbor, friend, family, forester, etc.) of people you 
got advice, support, or assistance from, not the specific identity of those people. Please be assured: we 
will not be contacting anyone you mention to us in the survey. In fact, you do not even have to identify 
the people you talk to – please use initials only. Your participation in this survey is voluntary and you are 
free to answer only those questions with which you are comfortable; however, your responses are 
important to us. 
 
If you have any questions about this project, please contact me at the Harvard Forest (978 756-6126; 
dbkitt@gmail.com).  We hope you can help us learn more about landowners and their land.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
 
 
David B. Kittredge   
Forest Policy Analyst   
 
Whom to contact about your rights in this research, for questions, concerns, suggestions, or complaints that 
are not being addressed by the researcher, or research-related harm: 
Jane Calhoun, Harvard University Committee on the Use of Human Subjects in Research, 1414 Massachusetts 
Avenue, 2nd floor,  Cambridge, MA  02138.  Phone:  617-495-5459.  E-mail: jcalhoun@fas.harvard.edu 
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