
Reading and Conserving the Vineyard 
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View north across Long Point
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Brick Mill
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Wasque eroding with the breach
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Dunes and shoreline – Red Gate farm to Squibnocket
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Edgartown
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OB
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Seven Gates Farm
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Second growth woods – Along Lambert’s Cove Road.  Near new Land Bank Parking
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Harvard Freshman Seminar – Peaked Hill.  Open growth oak





Today 
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Changes in forest cover
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Cattle 

1890s 

1980s 
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Farm dynamics
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Forest Cover in New England
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Wildlife dynamics in NE. 
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Whiting map brochure
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Henry Whiting
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Details from the Whiting map
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The Web viewer for the Whiting Map.  See  http://www.mv1850.com/



Edgartown Great Pond 

Edgartown Great Pond 
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Changes in the coastline



Long-term average 
in 

feet per year 
 

Erosion Rate  1850-Present 
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Erosion – based on Clifford Kaye’s work
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Schifter house



Woodlands from a Historical Perspective 
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Forest cover.  History influences the modern landscape
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Wildlife dynamics



Farms & Open Lands 
 



A  New Opportunity for Agriculture in Conservation 
Farm Land  --  Managed by Farmers Conservation Land  --  Managed by Conservationists 
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Conservationists should work with farmers



Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank.  From Mowing Machines to Renters and now Owners.... of Goats 
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The Land Bank is utilizing animals



Agricultural Self Sufficiency 
     on Martha’s Vineyard 

 

 2010 

 Vineyard Food Self-Sufficiency 
 
Farms produce 4-7% of the food 
demand of the year-round 
population… 
 
 
It could be 47% with…all existing farms 
and fields and 20% undeveloped prime 
ag soils… 

Land Base for Agriculture 
 
 

Existing Farm Land       1687 acres 
         
 
Open Fields (not farmed)        693 acres
    
 

Beetlebung 
     Farm 

The 
Farm Institute 





The Farm 
Institute 
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TTOR is science and history based
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TTOR is on hand
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Waque/Norton Point Barrier Beach



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chappy by and in the sea
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