
Professor Shaler's ''Snap'' Courses, 
To tire Eclitor r,f 7'll.: ~·cuJ l'ork Ti1ncs: 

I ha vc reau · ,vlth interest Dt!an Ha ,vl<<·s's 
rcferc11cc to .,snav" courses. \\'hllu Na
thaniel Southgate Sllalcr Jl\·etl, llarvard :;Ur,· 

11lled R. lung i;rocesslon o! nble ~eologlsts to 
tho· Unltl'd States Gcotoglcal Sur\'ey ttnd to 
the ,,·url-1, }le died, and llar\'ard stoppr<l 
doing thl:,i. l Ill ;;a,·o snap coursi:s, but he 
,,·as 11crna11s thll greatest tea_cher of t.>3.rth 
sclenco thnl .A1neric:i. ever had: at least he 
had fc\\' 11el.'rll. 

l\ten of scienco iio111etl1111!s laushcd nt s0111t: 

of his easy gc11cralt-.tatlo11s and ha tall;cd to 
the boys 11ut only or geology but or e\'cry• 
thlui,: hutnan. Hc \\'U:i tny tl'achcr und lllY 

frlctnl,. nncl I kno,v, Stutlcnts elected not 
beolu;;y but Shaler. lloys should do this 
In large n11iasurt1 In collc,;c. Choost1 ahnost 
any subject; but t1lect your teachers. Shalor 
tucl,fd In the geoloi;y so dt!ftly thnt It "''as 
a ll!e-snvlng lnjcctlon to n1nny. It caught
thl·Y found therns<>l,·l·~. and then got their 
technique largely fron1 lesser n1en. 
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