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Massachusetts Grassland Bird Conservation 

• Monitor – Identify Species of Greatest Conservation Concern 
• Prioritize Areas of Particular Conservation Value 
• Support Conservation of Grassland Habitat on Town Properties 
• Model Good Grassland Management to Land Trusts and 

Conservation Groups 
• Address Airport Safety and Bird Habitat Issues 

 
• Promote Bird-friendly Farming on Private Lands 

 

Action Items 



Many farmers begin harvesting their 
hayfields in mid-late May and will 
continue to harvest several times 
throughout the summer 
 
HARVESTING ACTIVITIES DURING 
THIS 9 WEEK PERIOD WILL CAUSE 
NESTING FAILURES AND 
POTENTIALLY KILL BREEDING ADULTS 
 
How to get farmers to 
delay their harvests until 
late-July or early August so 
that grassland-nesting birds 
are not harmed? 

The Problem: Interaction of Economics & Biology  



The Problem: Interaction of Economics & Biology  

Solicit $$ donations from 
conservationists interested in 
protecting nesting Bobolinks. 
 
Contract with farmers who are 
willing to delay their hay-cutting 
until after Bobolink nesting has been 
completed. $$ raised from donations 
goes to farmers, making it possible 
for them to harvest late-season, 
lower quality hay that is not as 
valuable as early season hay. 

www.bobolinkproject.org 



The Problem: Interaction of Economics & Biology  

• In 2015 about $44,000 was raised from 
conservation-minded donors. 

• About 500 acres of hayfields (13 farms 
in VT, 2 in MA, 1 in NY) were “rented” 
from farmers until the end of the 
breeding season. 

• About 500 Bobolinks were fledged that 
otherwise would have been killed by 
haying 
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