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Massachusetts Grassland Bird Conservation
Action Items

Monitor — Identify Species of Greatest Conservation Concern

* Prioritize Areas of Particular Conservation Value

e Support Conservation of Grassland Habitat on Town Properties
Model Good Grassland Management to Land Trusts and
Conservation Groups

e Address Airport Safety and Bird Habitat Issues

 Promote Bird-friendly Farming on Private Lands
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The Problem: Interaction of Economics & Biology

MAY
Male birds establizh
ENCECRCEEREIEY | =
Femull:s arrive and
mate pairing begins.

Nests are fledging

young are
incapable of fight
for up to 10 day=.
Most birds have

Many farmers begin harvesting their
hayfields in mid-late May and will
continue to harvest several times
throughout the summer

HARVESTING ACTIVITIES DURING
THIS 9 WEEK PERIOD WILL CAUSE
NESTING FAILURES AND
POTENTIALLY KILL BREEDING ADULTS

How to get farmers to
delay their harvests until
late-July or early August so
that grassland-nesting birds
are not harmed?
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The Problem: Interaction of Economics & Biology

Solicit SS donations from ‘Q,
conse rvationists inte rested in Home | WhoWs Are | Projsct History | Why Bobolinks? | Bensiits | Resources | Testimonials | FAQs |

WELCOME TO THE BOBOLINK PROJECT

. . .
rotecting nesting Bobolinks i

L] research program based out of the Field economics and the boblink’s
University of Connecticut and the
University of Vermont. The project
provides a brand-new way to connect
your environmental values with the
farmers who can help.

Contract with farmers who are mepgm oty

farming practices that better provide

UNIVERSITY
of VERMONT

CONTACT INFO
. such as bird

H : H H habitat, that you value. The bobolink--a
WI I ng o e ay e I r ay-c u I n g migratory, ground-nesting songbird—

serves as our flagship, a symbol of the  The Bobolink Pr

benefits that can come from pairing

until after Bobolink nesting has been T e s
completed. $$ raised from donations
goes to farmers, making it possible

for them to harvest late-season,

lower quality hay that is not as

valuable as early season hay.

www.bobolinkproject.org
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The Problem: Interaction of Economics & Biology

Helping Farmers Protect Grassland Birds

Home ‘ | Project History | ‘Why Bobolinks? | Benefits Resources ‘ Testimonials ‘ For Farmers. For Donors.

WELCOME TO THE BOBOLINK PROJECT

The Bobolink Project is a non-profit

program originally developed by MaSS Audubon
researchers at the University of Field economics and the boblink's »

Connecticut and the University of survival

Vermont, and now collaboratively

administered by Mass Audubon, See UVM's ecologist Allan Strong
Audubon Vermont, and Audubon
Connecticut.

describe the project

Experiment tests whether bobolink CONNECTICUT
The Project provides a new way to e eIy
connect people who are willing to
make financial donations to sustain Positively Vermont: Bobolink Project 3 o
our wildlife and rural heritage with ravy
farmers who are willing to &e\p but The tenacious bobolink wins financial AUCIUL‘)OI]
who also face difficult economic backers VERMONT

realities. Grassland birds are in

decline in the northeastern U.S. due in B
large part to financial pressures that Duncrait's Wild Bird Elog CONTACT INFO
force farmers to mow their fields when

birds like Bobolinks are actively

nesting. To protect these grassland birds we must develop new strategies for
promoting conservation on working landscapes such as private farms. The
Bobolink Project is a proven approach that can protect birds and farms.

Dr. Jon Atwood

* In 2015 about $44,000 was raised from
conservation-minded donors.

e About 500 acres of hayfields (13 farms
in VT, 2in MA, 1 in NY) were “rented”
from farmers until the end of the
breeding season.

e About 500 Bobolinks were fledged that
otherwise would have been killed by
haying

-
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7 ' Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA'S
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