
Tree Identification: Try being my students! 

• Each student brings a branch to school as a homework assignment 

• I walk through the following power point  

• At each slide, they consider what is true for their branch 

• After, we use “Tree Finder” dichotomous keys and try to ID their tree.   

 

• Ready to try it?  Take out your branch and get ready to take notes! 

 

An Excerpt from larger presentation  by Notre Dame 
Academy Teacher, Jana Matthei for the Mass. Assoc. of 
Science Teachers (MAST) Conference, 2016. 

Tree Identification – practice and start doing weekly Herbarium 
Entries 

Students are creating scientific scrapbooks and using 
dichotomous keys 



ALTERNATE or OPPOSITE 
Opposite (MAD) 

Very few native trees  
Maple,  ash, dogwood 

Alternate 
Everything else! 

http://www.butler.edu/herbarium/treeid/treeparts.html 

http://www.butler.edu/herbarium/treeid/treeparts.html


SIMPLE vs. COMPOUND 

WHERE IS THE BUD?        Leaf stalk: NOT AS WOODY AS BRANCHES 

http://www.butler.edu/herbarium/treeid/treeparts.html 

http://www.butler.edu/herbarium/treeid/treeparts.html


MARGINS: Like on paper, they are 
the EDGES 

http://www.butler.edu/herbarium/treeid/treeparts.html 

2 common lobe patterns: 

http://www.butler.edu/herbarium/treeid/treeparts.html


Leaf  Veins and Bristles 
One main vein (L)           Many main veins (R) Bristle (L)                    No 

bristle  (R) 

http://essmextension.tamu.edu/treecarekit/index.php/b
efore-the-storm/tree-identification-and-
selection/techniquies-to-identify-trees/ 



Example ID using this information 

• The leaves are opposite, which means it 
must  be a maple, ash, or dogwood 

• The leaves are NOT compound, so it must 
be a maple or a dogwood 

• The leaves have 3 big lobes, dogwoods 
don’t have lobed leaves but maple leaves 
have 3 lobes 

• The notches in the lobes are V shaped, not 
U shaped, so it cannot be a sugar maple or 
a Norway maple 

• It is a Red Maple!  Acer rubrum! 
 

• I used Mrs. Matthei’s slides and some 
maple tree searches on leaf snap for my 
identification 



Try to do your own ID!   

• Instead of the “Tree Finder” you can start with the 
information you just gathered and use websites if 
you are on the internet.   

 

• Great site my student found (based in Ohio but the 
ecology is usually similar enough): 

 

http://www.oplin.org/tree/leaf/byleaf.html 

 

http://www.oplin.org/tree/leaf/byleaf.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/leaf/byleaf.html
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